

s :h* y 

ijyS 

>.v 

^ * 

t": 


■« 

' K 


^ii;ferevive fi Steadfastness Front? 

.BEERtH/fR) -^.SoutJi Yemen is trying to bring together mem- 
bers of the dormant “Steadfastness Froaf' opposed to the 1979 
Camp David accords between Israel and Egypt, according to its 
forei^'ministef. The. front, which grouped South Yemen, Syria, - 
Algeria. -Libya and the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), . 
has-been inactive for. more than two years. Two members, Syria 
and tbePLO, have "severed their linlcs. “We are working towards 
clearing the atmosphere among the parties of the Steadfastness 
Front., to overcome all obstacles which faced coordination in the 
past." South.Yemeni Foreign Minister Abdul Aziz A1 Dali told 
the pro-Libyan Lebanese weekly A1 Kifah A1 Arab!. “ We feel it is 
-especially important in-this phase to revive the front to confront 
the fierce li.S;-Zionist attack on the- area in general and the 
- Palestinian case and Syrian-steadfastness in particular,” he was 
quoted as saying. 
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Egypt announces new currency rate 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt Saturday announced a new floating cur- 
rency rate against the dollar, to be fixed daily, aimed at curbing 
the country's black market money dealing. Central Bank Deputy 
Coventor Ali Najm announced the new rate, initially 1 .238 Egy- 
ptian pounds to the dollar (buying price I and 1 .250 pounds (sel- 
ling price) Sunday morning. He said the rale would be adjusted 
daily according to market trends. Mr. Najm said ihe existing 
official rales of 0.70 Egyptian pounds to the dollar (buying.) and 
0.S3 pounds (selling) would remain unchanged. The new “flo- 
ating” rate is effectively an official incentive rate closer to the 
popular black market one. which Saturday stood at 1.36 pounds 
to the dollar. Black market dealers, now the only source of hard 
currency lor many importers, exchange some S3 billion a year at 
rates substantially higher than official bank rates. 


Volume 10. Number 2761 


AMMAN, SUNDAY JANUARY 6, 1985, RABXA THAN! 14, 1465 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1 .50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


f?r V 

is* 


lor 

ji.lVtf 




• ■ ; 

. ' •'•I; 

-i 

■ • :.tc - 
‘ i: - : *• 

'■ k . 


!ip 

'paOS 


- •- r- 

’ ' ■ r . ’■ 

- b. 


Cabinet congratulates 
Indian premier 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Min- 
ister Ahmad Obeidat Saturday 
serif a cable to Indian Prime Min- 
ister Rajiv Gandhi congratulating 
the Indian leader on his victory in 
the recent parliamentary elections 
and formation of the new Indian 
government; The prime minister’s 
cable, which congratulated Mr. 
Gandhi in the name of Mr. Obe- 
idai and on behalf of the Jor- 
danian cabinet, expressed hope 
that cooperation between India 
and Jordan will continue to be str- 
engthened. 

Arafat leaves UAE 
after 1-day visit 

ABU DHABI (R) — Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat left 
Dubai Saturday after a 24-hour 
visit during which he had talks 
with visiting former Austrian 
Chancellor Bruno Kxeisky. the 
Emirates News Agency (WAM) 
said. Mr. Arafat told Dubai Tel- 
evision Friday his talks with Dr. 
Kreisky dealt with new proposals 
to solve the Palestinian problem. 
WAM did not give Mr. Arafat's 
destination. 

Israel says Syrian 
‘infiltrator’ killed 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli soldiers 
Saturday killed a Syrian soldier 
who “ infiltrated* * the Israeli- 
occupied Golan Heights, a mil- 
itary spokesman said: He said the 
Israelis noticed tracks leading 
from Syria into the Heights and 
searched the area for the “inf- 
iltrator.” Tto? . ** infiltrator” was . 
found and killed in a clash With 
Israeli troops, the spokesman 
added. No Israelis were wounded, 
he said. 

Shultz, Gromyko 
due in Geneva 

GENEVA, Switzerland (AP) — 
U.S. Secretary of State George P, 
Shultz and Soviet Foreign Min- 
; ister Andrei A. Gromyko arrive 

■ Sunday for the first nuclear arms 
discussions between the sup- 
erpowers since the Soviets aba- 
ndoned long- range missile talks 
here 13 months ago. The Shultz- 
Gromyko meetings Monday and 

■ Tuesday are billed as preliminary 

■ discussions “on the whole range of 
.questions concerning nuclear and 
outer space arms” and if they go 
well a new round of formal neg- 
otiations is expected to be sch- 
eduled for later this year. • 
Profiles on Gromyko and Shultz, 
page 4 

Shenouda meets 
.church delegations 

CAIRO (AP) — The leader of 
Egypt’s Coptic Orthodox Church'* 
was meeting Saturday with church 
delegations on his first full day in 
Cairo since his release from a des- 
ert monastery where he was con- 
fined by the late President Anwar 
Sadat, church officials said. The 
officials, who asked not to be ide- 
ntified, said Pope Shenouda III 
was. meeting delegations from thr- 
oughout Egypt in preparation for 
Mass Sunday. — the Coptic Chr- 
istmas Eve; Pope Shenouda arr- 
ived late Friday in Cairn three 
days after President Hosni Mub-' 
arak announced the patriarch 
would be allowed to resume his- 
papal duties immediately. 


Mubarak pays surprise 
visit, holds talks with King 


■ Qy a Jordan Times Staff Writer 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — His Majesty King Hussein and 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak held 
three hours of talks on the Palestinian pro- 
blem and means to speed up efforts for peace 
in the Middle East during a surprise four- 
hour visit the Egyptian leader paid to Aqaba 
Saturday. 


Mr. Mubarak, who was acc- 
ompanied by his Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Meguid, Inf- 
ormation Minister Safwat Sharif 
and senior political adviser Osama 
A1 Baz, told reporters upon his 
return to Cairo: “We discussed 
the Palestinian issue and how we 
plan to move in the future. There 
must be movement on the Pal- 
estinian issue or else it will die.” 

The Egyptian leader said he and 
the King also discussed his for- 
thcoming visit to Washington. 

“Future moves (on the Pal- 
.estinian problem), especially my 
forthcoming visit to Washington, 
were among the most important 
subjects we basically discussed. 
.Also the Iran-Iraq war and the 
Arab situation in general.” he said 
without elaboration. 

Egyptian Prir inister Kama! 
Hassan Ali sau. ui a press int- 
erview Saturday he hoped Mr. 
Mubarak's visit to Washington 
would give impetus to a Middle 
East peace settlement. 

Mr. Ali also told the Kuwaiti 
newspaper AlRa’iAI Aam that he 
■Saw encotJ raging signs in . ILS^ and - 
Palestinian attitudes over a Mid- 
dle East solution. 


“I hope the forthcoming (U.S.) 
visit by Mubarak will result in a 
new American image to push a 
peace settlement in the region.” 
Mr. Ali was quoted as saying. 

Mr. Mubarak is scheduled to 
visit the United States in March 
and is expected to press for U.S. 
backing for a new peace initiative 
to solve the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Asked about possible future 
meetings. King Hussin told rep- 
orters in Aqaba that the “mee- 
tings are connected and will con- 
tinue.” 

Mr. Mubarak, on his second 
visit to Jordan in less than three 
months, arrived in Aqaba at about 
noon and left four hours later after 
a working lunch with King Hus- 
sein. 

The Associated Press quoted 
Jordanian sources, who asked not 
to be identified, as saying that 
King Hussein briefed Mr. Mub- 
arak on his recent talks with var- 
ious Arab and Palestinian leaders 
on peace prospects for the region. 

Foreign Minister Taher A1 
Masri, told reporters here that the 
two Jeaders.“,w i II meeLeven more 
than this before President Mub- 
arak goes to Washington.” 


The Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra, said King Hussein and Pre- 
sident Mubarak reviewed current 
Arab affairs and developments on 
the Arab and international scene, 
and also steps taken in the field of 
cooperation between Jordan and 
Egypt. 

Both leaders emphasised their 
“keenness on pursuing con- 
sultations and coordination bet- 
. ween the Jordanian and Egyptian 
leadership to serve the interests of 
both countries and help achieve 
the goals of the Arab Nation,” 
Petra said (See related story on 
P*8e 3). 

Sources in the Egyptian del- 
egation quoted King Hussein as 
saying before Mr. Mubarak left- 
Aqaba their talks covered “eve- 
rything that is of interest to both 
nations and the Arab World,” 
Reuters said. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid described 
the talks as “very cordial,” adding 
that they would serve as a “new 
strong and positive step in rel- 
ations between the two peoples.” 

King Hussein and President 
Mubarak held a round of private 
talks before being joined by Mr. 
Abdul Meguid, Mr. Sharif and Mr. 
Baz on the Egyptian side and 
Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat. 
Court Minister Adnan Abu Odeh. 
Armed Forces Commander- 
b-Chief General Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker and other senior officials 
on the Jordanian side. 

Mr. Mubarak’s visit to Jordan 
comes amidst fresh diplomatic 
moves in the past few days over 
the search for a lasting solution to 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

. _ Egypt supports Jordan’s call for 

(Continued on page 3) 


si 


INSIDE 

— J_ ——M*. 

• Sisco - sees no bre- 
.. akthrough in Mideast 

peace moves, page 2 

• ■ Jordanian, Egyptian 
. trade unions sign. coo- 
peration accord, page 3 

• Five forums on how to 
. ease , global tension, 

page 4 ^ . . 

> Pro-Israel Christian 
\ fundamentalism plagues 
I: American media, page 5 
^London. giants held to 
-r. -draws in English .Cup* 
‘.page 6- 

• 'Benefits belittle dollar’s 

J : .surge, page 7 _ 

• Shultz -to defend ‘Star 
Wars’,. page 8 .. 


U.N. envoy 
seeks to 
unstall 
Naqoura 
stalemate 

BEIRUT (AP) — A United Nat- 
ions envoy seeking to break the 
deadlock in the Israeli- Lebanese 
troop withdrawal talks met Sat- 
urday with Lebanese officials, and 
sources said he would travel to 
both Syria and Israel before the 
talks resume Monday. 

U.N. Assistant Secretary- 
General Jean-Claude Aime was 
expected to travel to Israel. But 
the report from the sources, who 
asked not to be identifed, was the 
first word that he also would be 
visiting Syria before Monday’s 
crucial session. 

Before the talks were recessed 
Dec. 20 for the holidays. Israel 
threatened to walk out unless 
Lebanon showed itself willing at 
Monday’s session to make con- 
cessions that Israel views as nec- 
essary to guarantee “security arr- 
angements” in South Lebanon. 

Lebanese and Syrian officials 
were also expected to meet Sat- 
urday in Damascus over another 
stalled issue — the plan to have 
the Lebanese army take over the 
coastal highway to South Lebanon 
from rival militias and reopen the 
major roadway. 

Progressive Socialist Party 
(PSP) leader Walid Junblati was 
in Damascus, and a envoy from 
President Amin Gemayel was 
reported to be travelling to the 
Syrian capital also for talks on how 
to overcome objections to the 
army's deployment on the hig- 
hway. 

Prime Minister Kararai told 
reporters following a meeting with 
Mr. Gameyel at the presidential 
palace in suburban Baabda that 
Lebanon's position on the Naq- 
oura talks remains the same. 

Mr. Karami said despite dif- 
ferences over the latest plan to 
reopen the coastal highway, he 
was optimistic about resolving the 
snags that delayed the array tak- 
eover of the road. 

Meanwhile. Swiss Ambassador 
Paul Andre Ramseyer held talks 
with Mr. Gemayel and Prime Min- 
ister Rashid Karami to seek the 
release, of a kidnapped Swiss dip- 
lomat But police said they had no 
new dues to the whereabouts of 
Swiss Charge d* Affaires Eric 
Wehrli, who was abducted Thu- 
rsday (See page 2). 


Katyushas land in Israeli 
base in South Lebanon 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Two Kat- 
yusha rockets fell Saturday on an 
. Israeli base in southern Lebanon, 
an Israeli military official said in 
Tel Aviv. 

The rockets were fired from an 
area under the control of the Isr- 
aeli army in occupied South Leb- 
anon, the official was quoted as 
saying. 

It was not clear whether the 
rockets caused any damages. 

When Israel invaded Lebanon 
in June, 1982. the Jewish state's 
leaders announced that the inv- 
asion was aimed at eliminating the 
presence of Palestinian com- 
mandos in its northern border, 
pushing the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) beyond art- 
illery range of Israeli settlements 
in the border region and putting 
an end to constant Katyusha att- 
acks on the settlements. However 
there have been a number of roc-' 
ket attacks on the Israeli set- 
tlements as well as the Israeli occ- 
upation forces entrenched in 
South Lebanon. 

Israeli-backed militiamen and 
others collaborating with the occ- 
upation forces have also been con- 
stant target of resistance forces. 

2 ‘collaborators’ killed 

The latest attack on “col- 


laborator^* with Israel came Fri- 
day when the bullet-riddled bod- 
ies of two persons were found in 
Ain A1 Hilweh Palestinian refugee 
camp near Sidon. 

The dead persons were ide- 
ntified as Issa Acoubi and Ahmad 
Hindawi. both Palestinians. Bei- 
rut radio said “death sentences 
had been carried out against the 
two collaborators” with the Israeli 
occupation force. 

In a statement distributed in the 
camp, a group calling itself the 
Organisation of Martyrs of Pal- 
estine claimed credit for the kil- 
ling. It said it had killed two other 
people in the last two days for col- 
Iaborating with Israeli int- 
elligence. 

Discovery of the two bodies 
brought to five the number of Pal- 
estinians killed in South Lebanon 
this year for alleged dealings with 
Israeli intelligence, the sources 
said. 

They reported two other attacks 
Saturday on suspected col- 
laborators. 

In the village of A) Maashouq 
^near Tyre unidentified men shot 
and wounded a Palestinian, while 
a Lebanese and his son were shot 
and seriously injured near Abb- 
asiyeh. seven kilometres north 
east of Tyre. 


Assad pledges backing for 
Lebanon against Israelis 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — Pre- 
sident Hafez A! Assad, opening 
the first congress of Syria’s ruling 
Baath Party in five years, pledged 
Syrian support Saturday for Bei- 
rut against the Israeli occupation 
of South Lebanon. 

In a two-hour speech, he said: 
“We support the Lebanese res- 
istance (against Israel) with all our 
strength and work with our Leb- 
anese brothers for improving sec- 
urity conditions in Lebanon, bec- 
ause security creates a better cli- 
mate for the Lebanese resistance. 

“Israel knows that, and this is 
why it is doing its best not to let 
security be maintained in any 
Lebanese area.” 

President Assad also said that 
he no longer believed the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) led by Yasser Arafat was 
representative of the Palestinian 
people, hi effect withdrawing 
Syria’s recognition of the PLO as 
it now exists. 

Mr. Assad made his comment 
while he criticised both the PLO 
and Jordan for cooperating with 


Egypt, though he mentioned nei- 
ther directly by name. 

The Syrian president, who opp- 
osed Mr. Arafat's convening of 
the Palestinian parliament- 
in-exile in Jordan last month said 
Syria will lead “the Palestinian 
struggle henceforth.” 

—"We were the ones to make the 
PLO the sole representative at the 
Rabat ’74 summit while (Jordan) 
was in the other camp,” Mr. Assad 
contended. “ We will refuse to bel- 
ieve that those people are the rep- 
resentatives of the Palestinian 
people and that they reflect the 
aspiration of this people,” he said. 

While Mr. Assad in his opening 
address dwelt on foreign .affairs, 
the congress is also expected to 
concentrate on ways to boost 
Syria’s stagnant economy. 

A party central committee mee- 
ting last month said rec- 
ommendations would be pre- 
sented to “strengthen the eco- 
nomic base, promote production 
and modernise agriculture.” 

(Continued on page 3) 



His Majesty King Hussein Saturday receives Egy- 
ptian President Hosni Mubarak who paid a Tour- 


hour surprise visit to Aqaba Tor talks with the King 
(Petra photo) 


Andreotti leaves after talks on 
peace efforts, Italy-Jordan ties 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Italian Foreign Min- 
ister Giulio Andreotti left Amman 
Saturday after two days of talks 
with His Majesty King Hussein 
and top Jordanian officials on the 
latest developments in the Middle 
East arena and the possibility of 
launching a European-backed Ita- 
lian peace initiative to solve the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Mr. Andreotti. who arrived 
here Friday — font days after his 
country dssunTed the rotating pre- 
sidency of Ihe European Com- 
munity (EC) — continued his 
talks Saturday with high-ranking 
Jordanian officials. 

His Royal Highness Crown Pri- 
nce Hassan received the Italian 
foreign minister at his office Sat- 
urday but no details were ava- 
ilable on the meeting which was 
attended by Foreign Minister 
Taher A1 Masri. 

In another development, an 
agreement was reached between 
Jordan and Italy to set up a joint 


committee to promote bilateral 
economic, trade and cultural ties, 
the Jordanian News Agency. 
Petra, said. 

It did not give details but said 
the Jordanian side, headed by Mr. 
Masri. called on the Italian side, 
headed by Mr. Andreoui to adjust 
the trade exchange balance which 
is in Italy's favour. It said Italy 
should import certain Jordanian 
products to achieve the balance. 

During the meeting held at the 
Foreign Ministry. Jordan also cal- 
led on Italy to support economic 
negotiations between Jordan and 
EC countries. 

Speaking at a dinner banquet he 
hosted in honour of the Italian 
foreign minister. Mr. Masri said an 
international peace conference on 
the Middle East was the only way 
to bring peace to tfie area and that 
the EC should take part. 

The Kingdom has been calling 
for the convening of such a con- 
ference under United Nations 
auspices to be attended by all par- 
ties involved in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict including the Palestine 


Liberation Organisation (PLO). 
The United States and Israel rej- 
ected the proposal. 

During ;he dinner banquet held 
laic Friday. Mr. Masri stressed the 
principle of the non-admissibility 
of the acquisition of land by force 
and the Kingdom's commitment 
to United Nations resolutions 242 
and 338. 

He said the Kingdom was also 
committed to the 1982 resolutions 
of the Fez Arab summit of Mor- 
occo and the June 1980 Venice 
Declaration issued by the EC. 

Mr. Masri said that while Jor- 
dan responded positively to all 
peace initiatives in the region. Isr- 
ael went on with its settlement pol- 
icy in the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories He described the Israeli 
actions as “aggressive illegal acts 
aimed at changing the dem- 
ographic nature of the occupied 
lands.” 

He also called on israel to wit- 
hdraw from South Lebanon and 

(Continued on'page 3) 


Aqaba 
coast 
declared 
free from 
pollution 

AO ABA (Petra) — The coast ot 
Aqaba is now clean and free from 
pollution following recent mea- 
sures taken by the Royal Society 
for the Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN) in cooperation with local 
authorities and the coast guard. 
RSCN President Anis Muasher 
said here Saturday. 

Speaking during a visit 'to the 
port city. Mr. Muasher said coo- 
peration between RSCN and 
other local government dep- 
artments has made the beach aro- 
und Aqaba “one of the cleanest in 
the world.” 

Cooperation on the pan of the 
citizens and tourists and fines 
imposed on violators and those 
causing pollution have also been 
instrumental in making the port 
city a real attraction for visitors. 
Mr. Muasher said. 

He said that the RSCN coo- 
rdinates its activitcs and pro- 
grammes with the various ind- 
ustries in the city to prevent pol- 
lution and has set up a committee 
for Aqaba to follow up coo- 
rdination. 

The RSCN is concerned in par- 
ticular with preserving the famous 
Aqaba coral reefs and marine life 
and therefore it is keeping control 
over the coast by constantly gua- 
rding iuihrough teams patrolling 
the area in boats and cooperating 
in this respect with the Ports Cor- 
poration and the Marine Research 
station as well as the cost guard. 
Mr. Muasher said. 

Further measures are planned 
to ensure that pollution is checked 
in the region, he said. 

During his visit to Aqaba Sat- 
urday. Mr. Muasher discussed 
with Mr. Mohammad Abu Nowar. 
president of the Aqaba Region 
Authority, a number of issues per- 
taining to the environment and 
means of preventing pollution and 
other dangers to the city. 


Sudan denies involvement in Falasha airlift 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Sudan denied Saturday it had pla- 
yed any role in the secret airlift of 
Ethiopian Jews to Israel and acc- 
used Ethiopia of using the issue to 
bargain for weapons and money 
from the Israelis. 

In a statement released by the 
foreign ministry, the government 
acknowledged that large numbers 
of Ethiopians had transited Sudan 
on their way to European and 
Arab countries and that they were 
treated “without discrimination of 
race, colour or relgion.” 

“Ethiopia has been using this 
issue for bargaining with Israel to 
obtain weapons and funds through 
the Israeli company. Amihal. 
which is working in Ethiopia the 
statement said. 

“A large portion of these arms 
goes to outlaws in southern Sudan 
in an agreement between Israel 
and Ethiopia.” The government 
uses the term “outlaws” to refer to 
southern rebels battling the gov- 
ernment of President Jaafar Num- 
eiri. 

Israeli officials confirmed Thu- 
rsday that thousands of Ethiopian 
Jews, or Falashas. had been air- 
lifted to Israel. 

In Brussels. Belgian Com- 


munications Minister Herman de 
Cro said a Belgian air charter 
company had flown the Falashas 
to Israel in an operation that 
began in November. 

Sources close to the operation 
said the Ethiopian Jew's had been 
flown from Sudan by way of Eur- 
opean capitals. 

In Washington. U.S. State Dep- 
artment deputy spokesman Alan 
Romberg said the U.S. was “dee- 
ply concerned” about the plight of 
African refugees, “including Afr- 
ican Jews.” sand was working to 
save the lives of these refugees. 

Mr. Romberg, speaking to rep- 
orters. did not say whether the 
U.S. had had a role in the airlift of 
the Falashas. 

He made the comments when 
asked if the United States was hel- 
ping Israel to evacuate Ethiopian 
Jews to israel. 

"The United States is deeply 
concerned about the plight of Afr- 
ican refugees, including African 
Jews, who have been affected by’ 
conflict, oppression and famine in 
the region.” Mr. Romberg said. 

“The United Slates has taken 
direct and special interest in their 
well being, and we are continuing 
to work with international org- 


anisations. voluntary agencies and 
the governments of concerned 
countries to provide food, medical 
care and resettlement opp- 
ortunities for the refugees.” he 
noted. 

The deputy spokesman said that 
the United States has been "wor- 
king quietly and closely with a 
number of organisations and gov- 
ernments to save the lives ol the 
African refugees, including Afr- 
ican Jewish refugees.” 

A spokesman for the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNI- 
CEF) has denied the agency was in 
any way involved in the airlift. 

He was commenting on a report 
from Brussels quoting an unn- 
amed official of Trans European 
Airways as saying his charier 
company was carrying out the air- 
lift and that he believed money for 
it was being channelled thr- 
oughout UNICEF. 

UNICEF spokesman Anthony 
Hcweil told Reuters: "We were 
not involved in ihisoperation. Our 
interest isin helping look afterchi- 
ldren in their own communities 
and societies, not in transporting 
them to other countries.” 

A spokesman lor the Belgian 
charter airline that ran the ope- 


ration told the Associated Press 
that the airlift ended Saturday. 

The spokesman, who declined 
to be identified, could only say 
" the operation has ended as far as 
we are concerned.” 

He could not give the total of 
Ethiopian Jews who 'were air- 
lifted. nor the time it took. 

Kuwaiti newspapers Saturday 
voiced concern that the airlift 
would encourage Israeli exp- 
ansionism. 

The Arabic daily Al Watan att- 
acked Sudan for its alleged role in 
the exercise and urged Arab nat- 
ions to review their ties with cou- 
ntries which enabled it to go 
ahead. 

“The new Jewish exodus to Pal- 
estine... is sure to cause more Isr- 
aeli expansion at the expense of 
our land.” it added. 

The English-language daily 
Kuwait Times said the airlift "will 
give a fillip to Israel* s expansionist 
designs. The black Jews may not 
find a heaven in inflation-plagued 
Israel, but they can very well be 
employed for military purposes. 

"Any job would be acceptable 
to people coming from the disaster 
area." it added. 


Gandhi seeks good relations with U.S., Soviets 


NEW DELH I ( AP) — Prime Min- 
ister Rajiv Gandhi, stressing 
India's position in the balance 
between the two superpowers, 
assured the United States and the 
Soviet Union Saturday that he 
wants to strengthen relations with 
both. 

In messages to President Ron- 
ald Reagan and Soviet Premier 
Nikolai Tikhonov, the newly- 
elected prime minister emp- 
hasised India's longstanding 
non-alignment but also indicated 
that he would seek aid that could 
help advance the development of 
the sub-continent. 

Meanwhile it was reported in 
the independent Indian Express 
that Mr. Gandhi would visit Mos- 
cow after a trip to Washington 
soon. There was no official con- 
firmation. 

Foreign diplomatic analysts 


view his choice of the U.S. for the- 
first visit as significant but emp- 
hasised that no rapid imp- 
rovement in Indo-U.S. relations, 
often strained over continuing 
U.S. arms sales to India's rival 
Pakistan, was expected. 

Mr. Gandhi, chairman of the 
101 -nation Non-Aligned Mov- 
ement sent messages to other lea- 
ders as well, including one to Pak- 
istani President Mohammad Zia 
U! Haq saying India is committed 
"to seek peaceful and cooperative 
relations.” 

1 In his message to Mr. Reagan, 
released by the United News ol 
India, Mr. Gandhi said his victory 
in recent parliamentary elections 
gave him an "overwhelming man- 
date" to safeguard India's unity. 

“We also attach the utmost pri- 
ority to the acceleration of social 
and economic development in 


achieving our objective." he told 
Mr. Reagan. "I look forward to 
the further strengthening of coo- 
peration between our two cou- 
ntries.” 

Analysts have speculated at Mr. 
Gandhi's reputation os a former 
airline pilot with an interest in 
Western technology would mean 
better relations with the United 
Slates which surpassed the Soviet 
Union last year as India's biggest 
trading partner. 

However, he has repeated his 
slain mother Indira Gandhi's pro- 
nouncement that U.S. arms sales 
upset the strategic balance in the 
region and emphasised that the 
Indian Ocean should be a 
nuclear-free zone. 

In his message to Mr. Tikhonov. 
Mr. Gandhi said the Soviet Union 
“stood by us in limes ol stress and 
difficulty." 


"I shall look forward to further 
strengthen our friendship and 
cooperation.” he added. 

India refrained from criticising 
the Soviet Union over the int- 
ervention in Afghanistan and was 
the first major democracy to rec- 
ognise the Vietnamese and 
Soviet- backed Heng Samrin gov- 
ernment in Kampuchea. 

in his message to Genera! Zia. 
Mr. Gandhi expressed hope that 
"we shall work together for pro- 
moting peace and prosperity in 
this region.” 

To Sri Lankan President Junius 
Jayewardcnc. Mr. Gandhi said he 
hoped they would work together 
in “further consolidating and exp- 
anding our bilateral cooperation.” 
Relations with Sri Lanka have 
been strained over the bloody 
separatist campaign by Sri 
Lanka's Tamil minority. 








. 2 Home - Mkfefe Eest news 

No clues found to whereabouts 
of kidnapped Swiss diplomat 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Police investigators said Sat- 
urday they had no due to the whereabouts of Swi- 
tzerland’s missi nig charge d’affaires in Beirut or the 
identity of his kidnappers. 


Maj. AJi Maki, the police officer 
in charge of investigating the abd- 
uction Thursday of Swiss Charge 
cT Affaires Eric Wehrli, told the 
Associated Press that police had 
formed two special units to look 
for Mr. Wehrli. 

“The subject of Switzerland is 
very, very important,” he said. 
“So far, we have been unable to 
reach any evidence chat could lead 
us to the party or the place where 
he is being held.” 

Maj. Maki said “despite our 
cooperation with most of the par- 
ties (militias) we could not reach 
any result that would bring good 
news." 

The officer said no claim of res- 
ponsibility has been received for 
Mr. WehrlPs abudction. 

He added that police were stu- 


dying information received from 
Switzerland on two people held in 
Switzerlan^whose jailing could be 
related to the kidnapping. No cer- 
tainty such a relationship existed. 

Swiss Ambassador to Lebanon 
Paul-Andre Ramseyer has flown 
back to Beirut, where his life was 
threatened last year, to lead a sea- 
rch fry kidnapped Charge <f Aff- 
aires Eric Wehrli. 

No trace has been found of Mr. 
Wehrli or of the car from which 
unknown gunmen dragged him in 
broad daylight on Thursday, dip- 
lomat Jean Saxod told Reuters at 
the embassy in West Beirut. 

A spokesman for the Shrite 
Muslim Amal Movement that 
controls much of mainly Muslim 
west Beirut said it placed high 
importance on finding Mr. Wehrli 


but had found no clues. 

Swiss Foreign Ministry State 
Secretary Edouard Brunner told 
reporters in Berne Friday rhat Mr. 
Wehrli. 43, had been standing in 
for Ambassador Ramseyer, who 
had been called back to Swi- 
tzerland in October after an uns- 
pecified threat on his life. 

Mr. Ramseyer flew back to Bei- 
rut Friday to hold talks with Leb- 
anese President Amin Gemayel 
and West Beirut security and Uni- 
ted Nations officials. Mr. Brunner 
said. 

Mr. Wehrli was the latest of 
several foreigners to be kidnapped 
in west Beirut during the last 10 
months. 

U.S. black civil rights leader 
Jesse Jackson told NBC Tel- 
evision news Friday he was willing 
to go to Lebanon to help free three 
missing Americans kidnapped last 
year who he believes are still alive. 

An anonymous caller told a 
Western news agency in Beirut the 
Americans were being held by Isl- 


amic Jihad, a radical Shrite group 
callers have claimed carried out 
suicide truck bombings of U.S. 
and French installations in Beirut. 

In Berne, Mr. Brunner linked 
growing tension around the Swiss 
embassy in Beirut to the arrest in 
November of a Lebanese man. car- 
rying explosives through Swi- 
tzerland. 

Acting on a subsequent Swiss 
tipoff. Italian police arrested 
seven Lebanese the police said 
were an Islamic J ihad cell that was 
plotting to blow up the . U.S. emb- 
assy in Rome. 

fn west Beirut, relatives of 
Lebanese kidnapped in the 10-' 
year-old civil war Friday lifted a 
week-long blockade of the six 
major dossing points to the eas- 
tern sector. 

Negotiators promised in return 
that a new committee would look 
into their relatives' fate. More 
than 2,000 are registered as mis- 
sing but fewer than 200 are bel- 
ieved to be still alive. 



Swiss Ambassador to Lebanon Paul Andre Ram- 
seyer (right) bolds talks with Lebanese Foreign Min- 
istry Director-General Saturday on the kidnap of 


the Swedish charge d’affaires in Beirut (Petra 
photo) 


Iraq reportedly owns 
most sophisticated arms 


B AG HD AD ( Agencies) — Iraq' s 
military chief of staff. General 
Abdul Jawad Dhannoun. said in 
an interview released Saturday 
that Iraqi Armed Forces have the 
world's most sophisticated mil- 
itary technology. 

In the interview with the gov-* 
emment newspaper A1 Jumhuriya 
published Sunday he also warned 
Iran agaisnt launching Gulf war 
attacks inside Iraqi territory say- 
ing: “Their (the Iranians') fate will 
be black 3nd sad." 

A copy of the interview was 
made available to Reuters. 

“The Iraqi army owns the most 
sophisticated military technology 
in the world ... it is a gigantic army 
which has access to most modern 
means of development in the arm- 
ament and ideological fields." he 
said. 

Gen. Dhannoun did not ela- 
borate. Diplomats here said rec- 
ently Iraq had taken delivery of 
sophisticated French and 
Soviet-made supersonic fighter- 
bombers. equipped with long 
range air-io-surface missiles and 
surface-to-surface missile*. - .. 

The generals’ s warning to Iran 
comes amid reports that Tehran is 
preparing to launch a fresh off- 
ensive in the central Misan sector 
of the 1 1 K0-kilometre long war 
front. 

The Iraqi newspaper A1 .'ad- 
isiya said Friday the Iraqi airforce 
had mounted pre-emptive raids 
that "dispersed the enemy and 
forced it to delay its offensive.” 

Meanwhile Iran's official news 
agency said that sixteen people 
were killed and 53 others were 
wounded when Iraqi jet fighters, 
helicopter gunships. and artillery 
attacked the sounhern Misan 
zone on the Iranian border. 

Iraq's official version of the Fri- 
day attack said, however, that its 
forces had killed nine soldiers in 
attacks on Iranian “positions and 


forces.” 

The Tehran government acc- 
used Iraq of repeated recent vio- 
lations of the only agreement the 
two have reached in more than 
four years of war, a mutual pro- 
mise last June to refrain from tar- 
geting civilians. 

Iran's Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) monitored here, 
said Iraqi warplanes raided res- 
idential border towns for the third 
time this week, causing most of the 
casualties Friday in four villages 
around the town of Bostan in 
Khuzestan province. 

The Iraqi statement said the 
Iranian" soldiers” were killed dur- 
ing “intensified attacks" by hel- 
icopter gunships, about 180 miles 
southeast of Baghdad in the Misan 
zone of the border between the 
warring nations. 

Iraqi jet Fighters also launched 
131 bombing raids on the “def- 
eated enemy forces” in the area, 
the communique said. The Misan 
zone includes Khuzestan. 

Iraq said Iranian artillery fire 
killed a woman in a “residential 
suburb of Basra.” - tbe. southem 
Iraqi provincial capital. 

‘There had hot been reports of 
attacks on civilian targets along 
the border for six months. But 
IRNA said Friday that since Iraq 
resumed air attacks, there had 
been more than 30 dead and nea- 
rly 150 wounded. 

For the past two weeks. Iraqi 
military communiques have rep- 
orted scores of daily air strikes 
against Iranian troop con- 
centrations in the central sector of 
the bat tie front. 

The stepped-up air activity 
along the battlefront also coi- 
ncided with a marked escalation in 
the so-called Gulf “tanker war.” 
with both nations firing at oil tan- 
kers from other nations in the nor- 
thern reaches of the Gulf. 


Halefoglu arrives in Kuwait 


KUWAIT (R) — Turkey's For- 
eign Minister Vahit Halefoglu arr- 
ived here Saturday on a two-day 
official visit for talks on ways to 
boost bilateral cooperation. 

Officials said he is expected to 
discuss setting up joint economic 
ventures and review regional dev- 
elopments, including moves by 
Islamic countries to end the war 
between Iran and Iraq. 


Talks with the Kuwaiti Foreign 
Minister, Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmed 
A1 Sabah, will also cover Pal- 
estinian and Lebanese issues, they 
said. 

During his stay the Turicish min- 
ister is expected to meet Kuwait's 
Emir, Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, and the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdulla Al Sabah. 


Turkish, premier reshuffles government 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish Prime 
Minister Turgut Ozal reshuffled 
his government Saturday after the 
resignation of Minister of State 
Jsmail Ozdaglar, state radio said. 

Energy Minister Cemal Buy- 
ukbas was named to replace Mr. 
Ozdaglar, whose wife was quoted 
by the semi-official Anatolian 
News Agency as saying that her 
husband had been taken ill last 
Thursday with a heart complaint. 

The apparent demotion of Mr. 
jBuyukbas follows strong criticism 
of him in the Turkish press over 


plans for a lignite-burning power 
station on the picturesque Aegean 
coast. 

The radio said Minister of State 
Sudi Turel would become Energy 
Minister and Mr. Turers place as 
one of the six ministers of state in 
the conservative Motherland 
Party government would go to Ist- 
anbul Member of Parliament 
Mustafa TinizTitiz. 43. 

Mr. Ozdaglar had special res- 
ponsibility for the energy sector. 

Meanwhile the White House 
announced Friday that President 
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Arabs hold 
memorial 
service for 
Qawasmeh 
in U.S. 

WASHINGTON (J.T.) — The 
Arab community in Washington 
Friday held a memorial service in 
memory of Fahd Al • Jawasmeh/ 
member of the. Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation’s Executive 
Committee who was assassinated 
in Amman last Saturday. 

Speakers delivered speeches of 
eulogy in tribute to Mr. Oaw- 
asnxeh “who dedicated his life to 
resisting the Zionist enemy and 
for struggling to achieve freedom 
for Palestinians.” 

The speakers denounced the 
assassination as aimed at further 
dividing the Arab Nation in gen- 
eral. and the Palestinian people in 
particular and described the per- 
petrators as “Zionist agents”. 

Taking pan in the service were a 
number of .Arab and foreign amb- 
assadors in Washington as well as 
presidents of Arab-American soc- 
ieties and organisations and pro- 
minent intellectuals. 


Reagan and Prime Minister Tur- 
gut Ozal will confer in Washington 
on April 2. 

The leaders of the two NATO 
member states would meet at the 
White House during an eight-day 
official visit by Mr. Ozal to the 
United States, Spokesman Larry 
Spealces said. 

He said it would be the first such 
meeting In more than 10 years, 
adding that it reflected the adm- 
inistration's desire to expand con- 
tacts with key allies. 


Sisco sees no dramatic breakthrough in Mideast peace 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — On 
the verge of his Jan. 5 departure 
for the Middle East Dr. Joseph 
Sisco, former undersecretary of 
state for political affairs, cautions 
against the expectation of “any 
dramatic, visible new initiative in 
the peace process in the short- 
term.” 

Mr. Sisco is making an 11 -day 
tour of the Middle East to update 
his political and economic und- 
erstanding of regional dev- 
elopments and meet with key gov- 
ernment leaders there — many of 
whom he has known over the 
years. 

Mr. Sisco noted that the U.S. is 
committed to playing a possible 
rble in restarting the peace process 
and in facilitating accommodation 
in the region. He pointed out that 
the United States remains “the 
indispensable third party ele- 
ment” and is “still key in terms of 
influencing the situation’' pol- 
itically and economically. 

He’ said, “we have been very 
reserved about undertaking a 
'dramatic, visible initiative that 
would stimulate undue exp- 
ectations” because “the gap bet- 
ween the two sides is still quite 
substantial.” 

“The number one priority at the 
moment." Mr. Sisco said, “is the 
question of- withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from Lebanon." He said 
the U.S. role remains to tiy to 
bring about a situation where a 
withdrawal can be achieved while 


“giving some assurance to Israel 
on the security of its nonhem bor- 
ders.” He added that “our focus at 
present is primarily aimed at 
Damascus” and that it was a good 
idea to maintain an open dialogue 
between the United States and 
Syria. He also emphasised that it is 
important to retain contact with 
both sides. 

Mr. Sisco, who is currently a 
partner in the Washington-based 
firm Sisco Associates, will visit 
Jordan. Abu Dhabi. Israel, Iraq. 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia during 
his trip, which is being sponsored 
by the U.S. Information Agency. 
He will be accompanied by his 
wife, Jean, who is a founding par- 
tner of Sisco Associates. 

When asked if he thought the 
Reagan initiative is still viable in 
the Middle East Mr. Sisco replied: 
“ I think the elements that are con- 
tained in the Reagan initiative of 
*82 are still the relevant elements 
that have to be dealt with ult- 
imately in any solution as it relates 
to the West Bank and to Gaza.” 
He said it has remained viable 
because it is based on the fun- 
damental concept of “peace for 
territory formula” which implies a 
territorial compromise between 
Jordan and Israel. 

He said: “While it is unlikely 
that Syria would ever enter into a 
formal arrangement with Israel as 
it relates to the (Lebanon) wit- 
hdrawal question, we shouldn't 
preclude that Syria — in its own 


interest — will on a de facto basis, 
act in such a way as to give ass- 
'urance that it would restrain, if not 
prevent, any PLO (Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation) infiltration 
southward in southern Lebanon 
towards the Israeli border which 
would bring about another ren- 
ewal of the cycle of violence and 
counterviolence" that has existed. 

Once described as a “Was- 
hington insider in Mideast aff- 
airs," Mr. Sisco was the principal 
advisor and deputy negotiator on 
Middle Eastern issues while he 
was undersecretary from 1974 to 
1976. Prior to that he served as 
assistant secretary for Near Eas- 
tern and South Asian affairs at the 
State Department and as the U.S. 
negotiator on the Arab-Israeli Set-,, 
tlement from 1969 to 1974. He 
also negotiated the Egyptian- 
Israeli ceasefire in 1970. Mr. Sisco 
graduated magna cum laude and 
as a Phi Beta Kappa from Knox 
College in 1941 and then received 
his master’s degree from the Uni- 
versity of Chicago in international 
relations in 1950. 

On the subject of polarisation in 
the Midcast. Mr. Sisco sees an 
ongoing division in the Arab 
World between the moderates and 
“so-called hardliners”. The same 
division is reflected in the Pal- 
estinian movement, according to 
Mr. Sisco. He said the recent ass- 
assination of Fahd Al >aw- 
asraeh. the former mayor of Heb- 
ron. is reflective of the ongoing 


division of the Palestinian mov- 
ement. He 'said the militants have 
used assassination as an ins- 
trument of policy over the years 
and warns that they are apt to con- 
tinue. He calls terrorist actions 
“anti-peace acts aimed at eli- 
minating or reducing American 
and Western influence in the area 
and at weakening the fabric of 
moderate leadership in the Arab 
World.” He noted the positive 
development, however, of the clo- 
ser rapport between Egypt and 
Jordan and their lead in con- 
tinuing to explore opportunities 
for negotiations. 

Contact with Palestinian con- 
tactson this trip will be confined to 
.a luncheon with. Bethlehem 
Mayor Elias Freij, who is a good 
friend of the Siscos. 

Assessing Assistant Secretary 
of State Richard Murphy’s mis- 
sion to the region, Mr. Si sed said it 
is proceeding as it should: “ Qui- 
ckly. deliberately, without any 
deadline and doing an effective 
job of pointing out why wit- 
hdrawal is in the interest of all 
concerned.” 

On the subject of Israel's eco- 
nomy Mr. Sisco noted that it is" a 
long term fundamental structural 
problem" and said that “there are 
no quick, easy fixes." He pointed 
out chat the U.S. can be helpful 
with additional aid but that the 
economic problem is “primarily 
for Israel and the Israelis to 
solve." He said:** We cannot solve 


it for them.” 

- Although the Israelis have 
taken certain steps such as a freeze 
and a cut in imports. Mr. Sisco 
called these measures “clearly 
insufficient'', but acknowledged 
that the Israeli government rec- 
ognises that other steps are req- 
uired. The Israelis must reduce or 
eliminate certain subsidies, deal 
with their indexation problem, 
bring inflation under control and 
stimulate exports to cope with the 
current economic struggle, acc- 
ording to Mr. Sisco. 

Mr. Sisco denied an Israeli press 
report that suggested he might 
soon be named as a trouble- 
shooter in.the Middle. East, saying 
it wa^”wirt]put fpundatioja’'. He 
said, every time he makes a trip; to 
the region similar reports rea- 
ppear. He insisted that he has 
“absolutely no interest in ret- 
urning to that role.” 

As a Middle East expen. Mr. 
Sisco has published broadly. One 
example. “Middle East: Progress 
or Lost Opportunity" appeared in 
the 1982 edition of Foreign Aff- 
airs' “America and the World.'* 

Mr. Sisco said the Reagan adm- 
inistration should figure out how 
to open a serious arms control dia- 
logue with the Soviets and that 
“the Middle East and the Gulf, 
while of critical and vital imp- 
ortance to the United States and 
the West", is a secondary priority 

— “for the moment." - 


U.K. frees 2 
of 3 Britons 
held over 
missing Libyan 

LONDON (R) — Police said Sat- 
urday they have released two of 
three Britons arrested in con- 
nection with the disappearance of 
a Libyan businessman while on 
bail awaiting trial on drugs cha- 
rges. 

The businessman. Mohammad 
Shebli. who faced charges of smu- 
ggling cocaine and cannabis, has 
been described by British new- 
spapers as a brother-in-law of 
Libyan leader Muam mar )adhafi. 

Police say the three were det- 
ained on Thursday under the Pre- 
vention of Terrorism Act after' 
detectives from London que- 
stioned two Britons, held in Cairo 
as alleged Libyan “hit-men”, 
about Mr. SheblPs disappearance 
last January. 

One of the trip is reported to be 
a businessman who runs an 
^rcraft-hire service, but police 
Refused to say if he was among the 
men released Friday night. * 
The third man was still being held 
for questioning. 

' Meanwhile. Col. JadhalT sard 
Friday night that he favours the 
release of four detained Britons. 
Col. Oadhafi’s remarks, in a spe- 
ech broadcast in Libya and mon- 
itored by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation, fulfilled a promise 
m3de to Terry Waite, a Church of 
England envoy, who visited Libya 
last month. 

Repeating in public what he 
told Mr. Waite in private, he said 
that only Libya's People's Con- 
gresses had the authority to rel- 
ease the four men. but if it were up 
to him he would have released 
them. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


■ An an exhibition by Nawal Radi Al 
Abdulla at the Royal Cultural Centre 
(until Jan. 16). 

* An exhibition of paintings by Egyptian 
artist Ahmad Shiha at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre (until Jan. 5) 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre TeL 661026/7 

American Centre 44371 

American Centre Library .. — 41J20 

British Council ..... 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre .... 37009 

Goethe Institute ..................... 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre ... 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 30777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City ....... — _ 66718] 

Y.W.C.A 41793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Mumtipai Library 36111 

University of Jordan Librmy 843555 


MUSEUMS 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash (4th to 1 Kih 
centuries}. The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hours: 9 B0 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Iordan Archaeological Museum: Hasan 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal Al QaTa (Citadel Hiff). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 pun, 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 a.m. 
4.00 pan.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
cotleciiou of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntazah, Jabal 
Luwcibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 am. 
1.30 p.m- and 3 JO pjn. - 6.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 

Martyrs* M emo rial ( MfflUry Museum): 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from ebe Arab Revolt of 1916. 


Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
a.m -4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
664340. ‘ 

Popular Life oT Jordan Museum: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 im. - 54)0 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 37169. 


SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Ch*. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday fno. 1 JO p.m. 

Lions Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon HoteL 7.30 p.m. 
PtaQaddpbia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2-00 p.m. 
Royal Automobile Chib. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Circle. TeL 8IS261. 


CHURCHES 

Su Joeeph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, lei 24590. 

Church of the Annunciation (Roman 

Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, 37440. 

De la Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Cbmh of the Aa nnuriadh a (Creek 
Onhodox) Abdali, 23541. 

Anglican Church (Church or the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Ataman, 41559. 
Armenian CatboUc Church Ashrafieh, 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh. 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School is Shmeisani. 816534. 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:11 


06:33 

(Sunrise J Duha 

11:48 

Dbubr 

M&U 


17:04 ..._ 

Maghreb 

I&26 

i. -*Isha 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Aba inf- 
ormation department at the Quern Alia 
international Airport, tel. iM) 53250, 
53070. 5 3032, 53171, where u should 
always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

09:45 Cairo (RJ) 

09:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

09:45 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:45 Berlin. Larnaca (IF) 

10:00 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:20 Beirut (RJ) 

16:35 Riyadh. Dhahran (SV) 

14d0 ... Tripoli. Larnaca (LN) 

14:40 .... Kuwait fKU) 

16:15 Baghdad IIA) 

16:45 Cairo, Aqaba (RJ) 

17:35 Los Angeles, Chugo, Vienna 
(RJ) 

17:40 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:55 — - Frankfurt, Brussels (RJ) 

18:00 London (RJ) 

18:00 — Paris. Rome (RJ l 

19:00 ................ Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

1*25 Beirut (MEA) 

20:40 London (BA) 

22JD Cairo (MS) 

00:45 - Cairo (RJ) 

01:10 - - Baghdad (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 

05:45 Cairo (RJ) 

06:65 Damascus. Frankfurt (LH.) 

07:00 Beirut (RJ) 

88:00 Damascus, Paris ( AF) 

08:15 ... Beirut (MEA) 

10:15 Damascus, Rome (AZ) 

10:45 Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

llfHO Vienna. New York (RJ) 

11:45 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

12: (5 — Riyadh. Dhahran (SV) 

15 JO Larnaca. Tripoli (LN) 

15:40 Kuwait (KU) 

17:15 Baghdad (1A) 

19:30 Damascus. Lumaea (RJ) 

1W0 — Kuwait (RJ1 

19--40 Dhahran (RJ) 

20:00 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

2*30 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

2 ft 45 Cairo (RJ) 

21:00 ...... Abu Dhabi. Singapore (RJ) 

21:10 Baghdad (RJ) 

21:45 Baghdad. Loudon (BA) 

22:06 Bangkok (RJ) 

23:20 Cairo (MS) 

00:45 London, Berlin (IF) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-late ships docking at Aifaba 
pan; 

— Badrc 

— Alkindi 

— Koreit 

— Miknil Mushfik 

— Agatha 

— LotfaUah 

— Thita Zinc 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Tel: 
22324 (six lines) at your service. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local sell/buy rates in fds 

Belgian franc 64/ 64,4 

Dutch guilder ..... — ...... 113.4/ 114.1 

Egyptian guinea 302.5/ 305.6 

French franc ..-4J.W 42.1 

Iraqi dinar .................... 340.6/ 346.6 

Italian lire (for 100) ...... 20.8/ 21 

Japanese yen (for 100) 159.8/ 160.7 

Kuwaiti dinar 1327.6/ 1333.3 

Lebanese lira 41.9/ 435 

Omani riyal — „. 1)65/ 11733 

Qatari riyal - III/ 111.5 

Saudi riyal ......113/ 123.7 

Swedish crown 44.9/ 45.1 

Swiss franc .... 154/ 155 

Syrian Irra .... 3R.fl/ 40.1 

UAE dirham 110.2/ 110.7 

U.K. sterling pound ..... 466.7/ 4695 

U.S. dollar 4055/ 4075 

W. German mark 128.1/ 12 R .8 


WEATHER 

Bullion supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be partly cloudy, with sou- 
thwesterly moderate winds. In Aqaba, 
winds win be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

Lowfhigh temperature in deg.C. 

Amman 2/14 . 

Aqaba 6/19 

Deserts .. 1/1 d 

Jordan Valley 9/19 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 1 
Amman 15. Aqaba 19.8, Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 27 per cent. Aqaba 29 
per cenL 


EMERGENCIES 

.Ambulance 195. 7751 11 

First aid, lire, police 199 

Blood bank 775121 

CivU Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192. 21111. 37777 

Police headquarters - 39141 

Traffic police 56390- J 

Electric Power Co 363R1-2 

Municipal water service 771I25-R 

Queen Alia Ini. Airport .. (OS) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hnsscm Medical Centre _ 813813-32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn _ 44281-4 
Akilch Maternity. J. Amman .. 4244] 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Mafhas. J. Amman 36140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171-4 

Shmeisani Hospital 664131 

University Hospital «45h45 

Dor Af-Sfufe, J. Hussein . — 66715ft 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic. Abdafi 665292 

Al-Ahli. Abdali — 664 1W 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777101-3 

At- Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111 

Army, Marita 91611 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Adrian Zaghloul ..~„98140 

Dr. Khalcd Abu Khamis 77 046 S 


Mreish pharmacy 770910 

Grand Arabian pharmacy 24051 

Asm/ pharmacy 53281 

Miniary of Interior Circle’s pliarmacy 


. ;r 66RKRN 


.. 770603 

TAXIS: 








23050 


IRBID 

Dr. Ahmad Al Omari 

.... 75286 
2308 

ZARQA: 

(— ) 



GENERAL 



. 773111 


774111 


.. 42311 

Hotel complaints 

. 666412 

Telephone: 

.. 12 

Jordan and Middle East eaiu 
Overseas calls 

10 

17 


Cable or telegram 
Repair sen ice II 


MARKET PRICES 


Vpperltower price in pis per kg. 

Apple (double red] 230/ 180 

Apple (golden) 230 MW) 

Apple (Harken) 230 / 1X0 

Banana ..... 2 B 0 / 240 

Banana (Mukamraar) 240 / 210 

Beans „ 370/320 

Broad beans 750/ 6X0 

Cabbage -.120/ 90 

Chestnut ........ 640 / 570 

Carrot tyeQow) - 120/ 90 

carrot (black) ... ... 140/ ftXJ 

Cauliflower 220/ 160 

Cucumber (large) 250/ 200 

Cucumber (small) 430/3*0 

Eggplant (large) 140/ 100 

Eggplant (small) 160/ 120 

Ovik _... 1 R0 / 130 

Grapefruit 150/ J 20 

Lemon .................... 110/ 80 


Lettuce (per one) 

Mallow 

Mandarin ... ... 

Marrow (large) .......... 

Marrow (small) ......... 

Onion (dry) - ... 

Onion (green) .......... 

Okra 

Onngss (Abu Surra) 
Oranges (Shanmnuti) 


Peat* (American) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Pepper (hat green) 

Potatoes (local) 

Radishes 

Spinach 

Tomatoes .. — 

Turnip .. 


120/ 90 

....340 / 300 
180/140 

— 360 / 120 

270/220 

....170/ 140 
...140/100 

650/550 

...220/160 
. — 190/ ISO 
..... 80/ 80 
...540/480 

400/380 

...330/300 
,...180/140 
..... 90/ 60 
.... 130/ 100 

— 220/160 
....130/ 100 
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Obeid in Cairo for talks 
on maritime transport 


AMMAN (Petra) — Transport 
Minister Farhi Obeid has left for 
Cairo to hold talks with Egyptian 
officials on transport-related aff- 
airs. The minister is expected to 
discuss Unking Jordan and the 
Arab Orient with Egypt by a ferry 
boat service and organising mar- 
itime shipping between Aqaba 
and Egyptian ports as well as fac- 
ilitating procedures for travellers 
and means of transport and the 
exchange of tourists. Mr. Obeid is 
also expected to discuss a draft 
agreement on maritime transport 
to be signed between the two cou- 
ntries. 

d ■ 

The minister is scheduled to 


visit Nuweibee’ port which is exp- 
ected to be linked with Aqaba thr- 
ough the ferry boat service. Mr. 
Obeid is accompanied on his 
four-day visit by Dr. Ibrahim Bad- 
tan. under-secretary of the Min- 
istry of Indusuy and Trade, and a 
representative of the shipping 
agents in Jordan. 
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A technical committee led by 
Mardi Oattamin. director general 
of the Ports Corporation, is alr- 
eady in Egypt to study the pro- 
jected ferry boat service and mar- 
itime transport, and is conducting 
talks with Egyptian officials on 
transport-related issues. 
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Australia agrees to continue 
agricultural assistance project 



AMMAN (Petra) — The Aus- 
tralian government has agreed to 
extend for three more years the 
assistance it is offering to Jordan 
through the Ministry of Agr- 
iculture and the Jordan Coo- 
. perative Organisation (JCO) to 
develop rainfed regions in the 
country. 


around the country. It is also des- 
igned to increase the fertility of 
the soil and to improve agr- 
icultural production, especially 
cereals and animal feed to inc- 
rease animal wealth and farmers' 
income. 

The government of Australia 
offers technical aid and seeds as 


ANDREOTTI SEEN OFF: Foreign Minister Giulio Ai 

Minister Taber AI Masri (right) and senior Jor- .-visit (Petra photo) 
danian officials Saturday see off Uialian Foreign 


Minister Giulio Andreotti who left after a two-day 


The project, which was started, well as farm implements and exp- 


in 1981. is designed to introduce 
fodder legumes into the crop rot- 
ation system in a number of areas 


ertise, worth an estimated Si. 29 
million, to help Jordan carry out 
the project. 


JPMC to increase production, 
improve marketing, Azar says 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan them the seven million tonnes of 
Phosphate Mines Company which 1.2 million tonnes will be 


Jordan University concludes 
cultural, exchange agreements 
with three Iraqi institutes 


(JPMC) has made preparations sold to the Jordan Fertiliser Ind- 
for working to full capacity this ustry Company, while the rest will 


year with the aim of raising its be marketed abroad, Mr. Azar 
production to b.7 million tonnes said. 


as a minimum and seven million In 19X4, JPMC sold 4.7 million 


tonnes as maximum, up from 6.3 tonnes of Jordanian phosphates 


million tonnes last year. 


and the 5.5 million figure is exp- 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Uni- 
versity of Jordan has concluded 
agreements on cultural and edu- 
cational cooperation with three 
Iraqi universities during a visit to 
Iraq by University of Jordan Pre- 
sident Abdul Salam AI Majali. 

Upon returning to Amman Sat- 
urday at the end of a week-long 
visit.' Dr. Majali said that the agr- 
eements came at the end of talks 
he held with officials from these 
universities and with the Iraai 
ministers of education and higher 
education which aimed at bol- 
stering cultural, scientific and 
educational cooperation between 


Jordan and Iraq. 

The agreements with the uni- 
versities of Baghdad, Al Mus- 
cansireieh and Mousil provide for 
an exchange of teaching staff in 
various specialisations, con- 
ducting joint research projects, 
offering post graduate studies to 
nationals of both countries and 
other related affairs including the 
exchange of scientific pub- 
lications. pamphlets and cultural 
activities. 


This was announced by JPMC ected to be achieved this year by 
Director General Wasef Azar who reducing the production cost to an 


said that the production pro- average of by 750 fils per tonne 
gramme is contained in the com- less than that of last year. Mr. 


Dr. Majali was accompanied by 
a two-member delegation from 
the University of Jordan. 


IDB grants 188 loans in 1984 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Industrial Development Bank (IDB) 
granted 26 loans amounting to JD 63,000 during last month to 
' finance various industrial projects thus bringing the total number 

of loans granted by the bank during 19X4 to 1 88 with a total value 
' of JD 49 1 ,000. The loans have been distributed among the var- 
ious governorates and districts throughout the country. 


pan/s general plan for this year. 

Mr. Azar said that the company 
will try to reach its peak pro- 
duction level with as little cost as 
possible and will alsp double its 
efforts for marketing the product 
I abroad. “It is necessary to min- 
! imise production costs so that the 
company can be in a competitive 
position in the international mar- 
ket and rt has thus become nec- 
essary for the company to boost its 
mining capacity, employing its 
own resources and staff, rather 
than relying on contractors,” Mr. 
Azar pointed out. 

The plan, he said, requires Rus- 
eifa mine to continue operations 
along, with the mines in southern' 
Jordan. The company’s three- : 
mines at Ruseife. Hassa and Wadi 
Al Abiad will produce between 


Azar said. 

In 1 986. JPMC plans to raise its 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Committee reviews school admissions 


AMMAN (Petra) — The joint committee from the administrative 
and educational committees of the Upper House of Parliament 
Saturday held a meeting under the chairmanship of Upper House 
Speaker Ahmad Al Lawzi during which the joint committee dis- 
cussed the proposed admissions regulations for- the secondary 
' school stage. 


ADC plans Marqa housing, complex., . 


Mubarak pays surprise visit to Jordan 


(Continued from page 1) 

an international conference to be 
attended by the Soviet Union, the 
U.S. and all parties involved in the 
conflict to try to work out a com- 
prehensive settlement. 

Saturday’s Hussein-Mubarak 
meeting followed by two days 
talks the King held with Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

It also comes one day after dis- 
cussions between the King and Ita- 


lian Foreign Minister Giulio And- 
reotti, whose country has been 
pressing for a European initiative 
for Middle East peace neg- 
otiations. 


It was Mr. Mubarak's second 
visit to Jordan since September 25 
when Jordan resumed relations 
with Egypt after a five-year break 
over Cairo's 1979 separate peace 
treaty with Israel. King Hussein 
visited Cairo on Dec. 1. 


King Hussein flew to Saudi 
Arabia last week for talks with 
King Fahd which are believed to 
have focused on che need to con- 
vene a long-delayed Arab summit 
to tackle the Palestinian problem 
and other issues. 

Mr. Arafat and former Austrian 
Chancellor Bruno Kreisky had 
talks in Dubai Friday which the 
PLO leader said dealt with a new 
European initiative on the Middle 
East. 


Andreotti leaves after talks on peace efforts 


(Continued from page 1) 

called on the international com- 
munity to exert efforts to end the 
Iran-Iraq war. 

In response to Mr. Masri s spe- 
ech, Mr. Andreotti urged the PLO 
to join the Kingdom in a joint 
Jordanian- Palestinian peace ini- 
tiative. “We hope that the PLO, 
which has already made progress 
towards the option, of neg- 
otiations, will take the further 
necessary steps forward thus all- 
owing the achievement of con- 
crete results." 

Mr. Andreotti pointed out to 
recent meetings between King 
Hussein and Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and the King's 
talks with PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and described them as 
important. 

Mr. Andreotti. who was rec- 
eived Friday by the King, said in a 
statement upon his arrival at the 
Amman airport that Italy was still 
committed to the Venice Dec- 
laration. He said “there cannot be 
a new initiative unless there is 
some preparation.” 

Mr. Andreotti told Italian jou- 
rnalists accompanying him that 
Jordan and the PLO still had to 
work out the difficult problem of 
what form a Palestinian state 


would take and how close its rel- 
ationship would be with the Kin- 
gdom. 

The Italian foreign minister and 
his accompanying delegation tou- 
red Saturday the rose-red Nab- 
atean city of Petra. 

In a statement to Petra prior to 
his departure Mr. Andreotti said 
his talks with King Hussein, Prince 
Hassan and other senior officials 
dealt with political issues as well as 
Italy 1 5 contribution to supporting 
Jordan's development plans. 

He said that the King briefed 
him on steps taken so far in 
Jordanian-PaJestinian joint action 
to push forward peace efforts in 
the region. Italy believes that a 
just and comprehensive peace in 
the re gfo i>- requires Israeli wit- 
hdrawal from all occupied Arab 
territories, recognition of the leg- 
itimate rights of the Palestinian 
people as well as the right of all 
countries in the region to Ihre in 
peace within recognised and sec- 
ured borders. Mr. Andreotti said. 

In another statement to Petra, 
Mr. Masri said the Italian foreign 
ministers talks in Jordan dealt 
with a number of issues related to 
supporting and promoting bil- 
ateral relations. 

The two sides also reviewed the 


latest developments in the sit- 
uation in the Middle East and 
ways of establishing a just and 
comprehensive peace in the reg- 
ion and the role which Europe can 
play in this respect. Mr. Masri 
added. He also said that Mr. And- 
reotti did not offer a new Eur- 
opean initiative, but expressed 
some views regarding a “more eff- 
ecrive European role ” He added 
that Jordan believes that the best 
framework for solving the Middle 
East problem is through an int- 
ernational peace conference in 
which all parties concerned take 
part including the PLO and the 
five permanent members of the 
U.N. Security Council. 

Mr. Masri said that Europe acc- 
epts the idea of an international 
peace conference and believes 
that holding such a conference 
needs certain prerequisites which 
will guarantee its success. A prior 
agreement by all parties involved 
in the conflict in addition to the 
United States on holding a peace 
conference is one of the pre- 
requisites. he added. 

Mr. Andreotti was seen off at 
the airport by Mr. Masri. senior 
Foreign Ministry officials and Ita- 
lian Ambassador to Jordan Fab- 
rizio Rossi Longhi. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Amman Development Corporation 
(ADC) is planning to set up an urban housing project on the old 
racing club's land in Marqa. The project will comprise trading 
centres, schools, nurseries, gardens and playgrounds for children, 
public utilities and car parks. The ADC has purchased the club's 
land to use part of it for constructing the project. 


Irbid to establish children’s gardens 


IRBID (Petra) — Irbid Municipality has decided to set up a new 
garden for children in the north west area of the city. Irbid Mayor 
Abdul Razzaq Tubeishat said that the 16-dunum garden will 
include playgrounds and recreational facilities for children. He 
also pointed out that the municipality will make gardens available 
in various parts of the city. 


Sarvath to patronise oils exhibition 


AMMAN { Petra j — An exhibition of oil paintings by Nawal 
Radhi Al Abdullah will open Monday at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCC) under tl\e patronage of Her Highness Princess 
Sarvath. On displavgl'fhe seven-day exhibition are 65 oriental oil 
paintings. A srolrtSman for the RCC said that the centre's act- 
ivities forrijia^month include French cartoon films and a local 
play. TJjareentre will also organise an exhibition of silk paintings 
by Equal Shukri in addition to an Italian exhibition. 


r 

fEA electrifies Ma’an district villages 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Electricity Authority (JE A) has 
completed the electrification of the villages of Dalagha, Wadi 
Musa. Al Nawafich and Jelwakh in Ma'an Govemorate at the 
beginning of this year thus supplying electricity to the 7,000' 
people living in these villages. JEA Aqaba District Manager 
Majcd Al : Jawasmeh said that the electrification of these villages 
is within the South Rural Electrification Project under which 
electricity will also be provided to 33 villages in Ma'an, Shobak, 
Tafileh and Karak areas. He pointed out the project, which will 
benefit 25,000 people, is estimated to cost about JD 2 million. 


Cooperative Bank to open new branches 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Cooperative Bank is to open four new 
branches in Karak. Zarqa, Madaba and Taibeh in 1 985, according 
to the bank's director general. Mr. Mohammad Al Ualqili. He 
said that the four branches are designed to help finance projects 
which are being implemented by the Jordanian Cooperative Org- 
anisation (JCO) in various areas of the Kingdom. 


Assad pledges backing for Lebanon resistance 

(Continued from page 1) estine National Council until he opened Saturday was expecu 


Mr. Assau in his speech Sat- 
urday pledged Syria would int- 
ensify efforts and move quickly to 
achieve security in Lebanon, add- 
ing that Syrians and Lebanese 
“will work together to resist this 
usurping enemy (Israel).” 

The president said the Arabs 
would not restore their rights 
“they do not follow the course of 
Lebanese resistance — the course 
of martyrdom or victory.” 

After his speech, Mr. Assad sat. 
down next lo Khaled Fahoum, 
who had been speaker of the Pal- 


estine National Council until he 
refused to attend the November 
meeting in Amman. 

On the other side of Mr. Fah- 
oum sat Rifaat Assad, the pre- 
sident’s brother who many bel- 
ieved President Assad exiled last 
year amid a disruption in internal 
Syrian politics. 

However, Rifaat Assad ret- 
urned to Damascus in November 
after months in Europe, and his 
appearar^s on the dais with the 
president was evidence of his acc- 
eptance back into the Syrian lea- 
dership. 

The congress, which Mr. Assad 


opened Saturday was expected to 
elect a new regional command of 
the party, the body through which 
Hafez AI Assad rules Syria. 


The Baaih Party congress had 
been rumoured to begin on sev- 
eral earlier occasions but it was 
apparently held up because of the 
reported disagreement between 
the Assad brothers. 

Lebanese Socialist leader Walid 
Junblatt andShf ite Muslim leader 
Nabth Bern were at Saturday’s 
meeting, as was Abdul Salam Jal- 
Ioud, number two man to Libyan 
leader Muamraar Oadhafi. 


NURSE AND NURSE’S ASSISTANT 
WANTED 


Al-Hussein Society for the Rehabilitation of the Phy- 
sically Handicapped requires a female nurse and a 
female practical nurse’s assistant both efficient in nur- 
sing the physically handicapped. 

The society offers free room and board. 

Candidates are to apply in person to the society bui- 
lding located at the 7th Circle, behind the Royal Aut- 
omobile Club, presenting all necessary credentials on 
Wednesday and Thursday 9th and 10th of January 
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 


Telephone 817598, 817599, 817513 
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Federations sign agreement, issue joint communique 


Jordan, Egypt labour 
unions agree to cooperate 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanian and Egyptian labour 
union federations have signed an agreement on joint 
cooperation in labour-related affairs and an exc- 
hange of visits and coordination of efforts on the 
Arab and international levels. 


The agreement was signed dur- 
ing a visit to Egypt by a delegation 
from Jordan led by Mr. Abdul 
Halim Khaddam, president of the 
Jordanian Labour Unions Fed- 
eration (JLUF). 

Mr. Khaddam said that an Egy- 
ptian labour unions delegation 
will visit Jordan in April for talks 
with Jordanian colleagues on the 
labour movement and bilateral 
cooperation. According to Mr. 
Khaddam. the two sides agreed to 
hold training courses for labour 
union leaders and to conduct 
other similar activities. 


and to impose tutelage and heg- 
emony on the organisation. They 
also condemned all attempts to 
prevent the Palesiinians'fror& tak- 
ing their own independent dec- 
isions and also assassination att- 
empts on PLO leaders. 

The joint communique called 
for an end to the Gulf War which 
they said can only serve the 
enemy's objectives and sap Arab 
resources. They called for mai- 
ntaining Arab unity, unified Arab 
ranks and solidarity in the face of 
challenges and dangers thr- 
eatening the Arab nation. 


Support for PLO . 


Call for Arab summit 


production to 7.5 million tonnes 
and this requires opening the Shi- 
dieh mines for production, he 
added. The Shidieh mine is exp- 
ected to be operational by 1987 at 
an average of half a million tonnes 
annually. Mr. Azar added. 

According to Mr. Azar. J PMC 
has drawn up training pro- 
grammes for its staff and eng- 
ineers in Jordan. Sweden, the 
U.S., Britain. Japan to raise their 
skills and efficiency and to enable 
local staff to take over from non- 
Jordanians. 


Upon the delegation's return to 
Amman, a joint communique was 
issued voicing the two unions abs- 
olute support for the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) as 
the sole and legitimate rep- 
resentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple and leader of the Palestinian 
people's snuggle for regaining 
usurped rights in Palestine. 

Both sides deplored attempts to 
interfere in the affairs of the PLO 


In this respect, the two sides 
voiced their total support for coo- 
rdination steps between Egypt 
and Jordan and stressed the need 
for holding an Arab summit as 
soon as possible to restore Arab 
solidarity and to bolster Arab 
strength. 


The communique also appealed 
to the people of Lebanon to settle 
their civil war through peaceful 


dialogue and to safeguard the sta- 
bility and security of their country. 

It also condemned all forms of 
racial discrimination exercised by 
South Africa against the African 
people and the discrimination 
being practiced by Israel against 
the Arab people of Palestine. The 
two sides also called for an end to 
the arms race and for the emp- 
loyment of modem technology to 
serve humanity and to achieve 
world peace and prosperity. 

The JLUF announced its dec- 
ision to resume relations with the 
Egyptian Unions Federation in 
mid-December. 

At that time Mr. Khaddam said 
that Jordan's labour unions have 
deep faith in. and extend support 
for. the struggle of the Egyptian 
labour movement and appreciate 
its leading national role to imp- 
rove the condition of Arab lab- 
ourers. 

He said in view of this stand, the 
JLUF decided to restore relations 
with the Egyptian Labour Union 
Federation. 

Mr. Khaddam said that the abs- 
ence of the Egyptian Labour Fed- 
eration from the Arab scene “has 
caused a deep rift in the Arab lab- 
our movement and therefore, the 
return of this federation to pan- 
Arab activities is bound to str- 
engthen the Arab labour mov- 
ement.” 


Economists, officials debate benefits of 
attracting international firms to Jordan 


By Sa'ad G. Hattar 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Ministry of Industry 
aad Trade Under-Secretary Ibr- 
ahim Badran Saturday said that 
convening an international con- 
ference on ‘Jordan as a Trade 
Centre for Multi-National Com- 
panies' is very important and 
could be very fruitful on the con- 
dition that studies and research 
are conducted in order to build a 
national infrastructure for mar- 
keting. He also, sgid that surveys, 
•^should study hqw to benefit; from’ 
the available capabilities arid res- 
ources without depending on eco- 
nomical booms which occur every 
now and then. 

Speaking at a preparatory mee- 
ting held with a number of Jor- 
danian economists and trade off- 
icials to discuss the feasibility of 
holding such a conference, Dr. 
Badran said tht Jordanian leg- 
islation has left the door open for 
multi-national and international 
I companies to establish regional 
and off-shore centres in Amman. 
He added that all these companies 
req uirc legislai ive laws concerning 
multi-national companies are 
slight cosmetic changes in order to 
cope with the current situation. 

He also said that Jordan is fac- 
ing two options regarding rec- 
eiving rnucli-national companies. 
The first option is having sup- 
erficial participation by these 
companies, like in Lebanon and 


Bahrain, or having multi-national 
companies which infiltrate deep 
within the society and which could 
use the country's as a base with all 
its capabilities, manpower, tec- 
hnology and finance, from which 
the multi-national companies gain 
benefit. Thus, gains cannot be aff- 
ected because they are attached to 
the social structure of the rec- 
eiving countries such as in Hong 
Kong, Singapore and Taiwan. Dr. 
Badran said. 

The Talal Abu-Ghazaleh lnt-. 
.eraatioaal i Company had called 
for- the convening of such a- con- 
ference in 1986 .to attract, multi- 
national companies’ regional off- 
ices and centres in Amman. At the 


meeting, Mr. Abu Ghazaleh. pre- 
sident of the company, outlined 
the benefits of making Jordan a 
base for regional offices, saying 
that in Jordan there are only 300 
Amman-based international 
companies while in Cyprus there 
are some 1 5,000 international and 
multi-national companies. 


He said that in 1975. after the 
flow of companies from Beirut to 
Amman many did not stay more 
than two months because" of the 
lack "^'communications and ser- 
vices. but now everything has cha- 
nged and i he affitosphere is app- 
ropriate to attract companies, Mr. 
Abu Ghazaleh said. 


Public Works Ministry prepares 
engineers’ training programme 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry 
of Public Works has prepared tra- 
ining courses for engineers emp- 
loyed by the ministry for various 
construction and . road building 
operations. 

Minister of Public Works Raycf 
Nijem said that the programme 
entails training courses that would 
help avoid waste of material in 
major construction projects and 
maintaining public safety and high 
standard. They are also designed 
to recruit technicians to be emp- 
loyed in laboratories and road res- 


earch centres in all governorates. 
the minister said. 

Each of these courses, he 
added, is to last sjx weeks with the 
first starting on Jan. I7ih. Those 
attending will hear lectures, watch 
laboratory tests and make field 
trips to inspect construction pro- 
jects being implemented and will 
also familiarise themselves with 
the materials used and with mai- 
ntenance serv ices. At the end of 
each course the engineers will take 
theoretical and practical tests, the 
minister added. 
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Falashas fail the Arabs 

- -OPERATION MOSES’* is the code name of Israel’s latest 
display of publicity stunts. Never mind that Israeli officials 
have been voicing concern that publicity might endanger the 
airlift of the Ethiopian Jews. The operation is mainly intended 
to counter the charge that Zionism equals racism, said Mosbe 
Gilboa. director of the Israeli Foreign Ministry’s World Jewish 
Affairs Division. 

Not many people would want to doubt that some hum- 
anitarian considerations might have spurred the Israelis to 
airlift the Falashas from famine-hit Ethiopia. But we are con- 
\inced that this humanitarian aspect was no more sincere, on 
(he part of the Israelis, than the attempt to get American and 
other aid for the operation. After ail, a gift of $60 million from 
American Jews, S5 million from the U.S. government and the 
prospect of qualifying thousands of black Jews for occupying 
empty blocs in West Bank settlements are not unimportant 
considerations vis-a-vis the humanitarian motives of the Israeli 
state. 

What is also important for the Israelis in deciding to carry 
out -Operation Moses" must be the side effects of the airlift. 
For the first time, an Arab country — namely Sudan — gets 
implicated in an effort aimed against Arab interests and one 
that semes Israel directly. In the same manner, the U.S. and 
other European countries and organisations will be implicated 
in Israel's favour — something which the Zionist state should 
truly cherish. The credibility of the Ethiopian government, 
which should in no way be sympathetic to Israel's views on 
world and regional issues, would also suffer in the eyes of the 
Arabs. Add to all of this the expectation that pressure will 
mount on the Soviet Union to increase Jewish emigration from 
there to Israel and other countries as well. 

The Arab governments have so far remained silent. But they 
cannot really maintain this silence. There are a number of 
questions that have to b^ asked and addressed, by the Arab 
stales themselves, by Sudan and Ethiopia, by Belgium and 
other European., countries which helped in smuggling people 
out of Ethiopia and into Israel and by the United States whose 
spokesman did not waste a second in making their pleasure felt 
about the w hole operation. 

The final results of Israel’s latest display of publicity stunts 
might not be all publicity-related. The people of the occupied 
territories may well be asked to pay a heavy price for it. So the 
rest of tiie Arabs, and the future of this area, in the end, Israel 
could decide that a little bit of racial discrimination might all 
too easily he ofTset by having more black soldiers to kill and 
displace the Arabs. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra t: Determined to help brothers 

SINCI: THE ••ccupaiinn i«i ihc WcM Bunk in I Oh 7. Jordan's national 
budget li.i*» been linked in hutli I lie country's security and that of l lie 
Arab >iaiev In draw in c up ilie budget, officials ho\c been trying lo 
dr.in a balance between our -oureos «'l income and ihe many duties 
and rc'piiiiMhiliiies which we slimildcr and ai ilie same lime trying to 
pros :dcihc Armed I orces with ihe mo>i effect h e means, lor defence. 

.lor .km** nunmiinieiiK i»» ihe Arab inhabitants o> the West Bank 
and l-rael’s continued arbitrary measures against them June been 
laying cmt.i diiiicnliies hclnrc us. Despite that, ihe budget fnr 1985 
reileetMhe emcrnmeiu's keenness on adhering to the principles and 
established policies nt Jordan. I he budge l and ihe prime minister's 
address in parliament real lirm Jordan's determination to develop I he 
West Bank and help iis inhabitants toil Israel's measures and pra- 
ctice'-. 

The budget comprises pnmsions lor strengthening the Armed 
l-oiees in line w idi i lie uuernmem's concern oxer the delcnce of ihc 
nation. It also contains pr«oision> tor improving the standards of 
living lor the civil servants, the military and the pensioners. No 
doubt, the government needs every eili/en's cooperation and ass- 
istance u u wants to implement this budget and it the country is to 
achieve progress. 

.4/ Dustour: Welcome, Mr. Andreotti 

WE WELCOME Italian Foreign Minister Gitllio Andremu. who 
diose Amman as the lirst leg ul his tour of Arab countries, and wc 
remember Italy < constructive and positive stand with regard to the 
Middle East question and ns diplomatic el Ions to solve the crisis. We 
also remember that the European Economic Community's Venice 
Declaration ot 1 980 was issued when Italy was chairman of the EEC. 
Italy also played a positive rule in this regard during the EECs 
annual meeting in Ireland last month. 

The EEC's declaration reminded the world of the rights ol the 
Palestinian-* in their homeland and to self determination. Though we 
realise that Europe cannot act independently from the U.S.. yet we 
teel s.itished w ith July's stand w hich reminds us uf similar positions 
adopted by Greece and France towards the Arab region and which 
Jillcr from that of the U.S.. which is totally biased towards Israel. 

1 1 is true that Italy and rhe other European countries have strong 
links with the Arabs, hut for Europe to play a meaningful role and 
help the Arabs solve the Middle East issue, the Arabs should adopt a 
unified stand and display solidarity and show seriousness so that 
Europe can be encouraged to help solve the issue. 

Sawt Al Shaab: New European effort? 

THE ITALIAN loreign minister's visit to Jordan opens up again the 
possibility for Europe lo play a role in solving the Middle East crisis. 
Giuhn Andrconi is the present chairman of the European Economic 
Community (EEC) and it is in his country that ihe EEC made its 
declaration about the Middle East. This declaration was welcomed 
by Jordan as helpful to carrying om U.N. Security Council Res- 
olution 2-12. which had been regarded as a basic element for peace. 

The 242 resolution itself was engineered by Britain, one of the 1 
EEC members which have economic, cultural and trade links with 
the Arab region. Italy's relations with the Arab Nation have been 
growing steadily since the end of the World War II and Italy s prime 
minister s meeting with PLO chairman Yasser Arafat in Tunis and 
his subsequent statement in which he stressed that the Palestinians 
4 re seeking peace, came to bolster bilateral relations. 


ACCORDING TO the yearly 
statistical series (1964 - 1983) 
issued by the Central Bank of 
Jordan to commemorate its 
twentieth anniversary, and 
resorting to table No. 24 dep- 
icting Jordan’s balance of pay- 
ments, we find that the deficit 
in the goods and services sec» 
tion forming the current acc- 
ount was JD 46.6 millioa in 
1970 before enrolling foreign 
aid or external loans, but inc- 
luding transfers from exp- 
atriates. 

This means that in the year 


1970 the gap separating us 
•from a state of financial self- 
sufficiency was just JD 46.6 
million in foreign exchange. 
Out of this gap, J D 40 .6 million 
were covered by Arab and for- 
eign aid, JD 3.3 million from 
capital transactions, i.e. inv- 
estments and loans, thus lea- 
ving a net deficit of JD 2 J mil- 
lion which was met by drawing 
on the foreign reserves held by 
the banking sector. 

After 13 good years of eco- 
nomic planning and imp- 


lementation pursuit of self- 
sufficiency, we find out that the 
deficit in the balance of goods 
and services in 1983 has rea- 
ched JD 436,25 million or ten 
times the deficit of 13 years 
ago, i.e. in a bad year like 1970. 

Are we getting closer or fur- ' 
ther from 9 our target of fin- 
ancial self-sufficiency? 

Before we can answer this 
important question, we have to 
note that due to persisting inf- 
lation, the Jordanian dinar - 
naturally lost a major part of its 
purchasing power. Using cost 


of living index, we find out that 
one Jordan dinar in 1970 is 
equivalent to JD 3.470 in 
1983. This means that the def- 
icit in 1970 of JD46.6 million is 
equal to JD 161.7 million of 
1983 dinars. 

Having excluded the inf- 
lation effect and unified the 
unit used to measure the def- 
icit of the current account in 
reaf terms.' being the best cri- 
terion to measure the width of 
the gap separating us from self 
sufficiency, we find that after 



Five forums on how to ease tension 


From Reuter 

GENEV A — Despite a year-ion^ 
break in major arms talks, lower- 
level discussions between East 
and West on reducing the risk of 
war have continued, but with no 
progress. 

Two sets of U.S.-Soviet talks in 
Geneva — aimed at limiting int- 
ercontinental and medium-range 
nuclear weapons — were sus- 
pended by the Soviet Union late in 
1983 when American Pershing-2 
and cruise missiles began arriving 
in Western Europe. 

LLS. Secretary of Slate George 
Shultz and Soviet Foreign Min- 
ister Andrei Gromyko will discuss 
how to reactivate the stalled neg- 
otiations — and possibly how to 
inject new life into the other arms 
forums — when they meet in Gen- 
eva this week. 

Negotiations on reducing con- 
ventional forces and the risk of 
surprise attack in Europe and on 
chemical weapons continued in 
19X4 but are at present in recess 
and will resume later this monthor 
early in February'. 

Following is a breakdown of the 
issues and weapons involved and 
proposals tabled so far in all five 
bets of talks: 


Talks (START) 

U.S.-Soviet talks on Int- 
ercontinental Ballistic Missiles 
(ICBMS) and other long-range 
nuclear weapons systems opened 
in Geneva in June 19X2 and qui- 
ckly became stalemated. 

ICBMS are the most thr- 
eatening nuclear weapons because 
ot their range, explosive punch, 
and increasing accuracy which 
makes each side's ground-based 
missiles vulnerable to attack. 

U.S. originally proposed red- 
uction of land and sea-based war- 
heads to about 5.000 on each side, 
only half to be land-based, fol- 
lowed by reducing missiles to 850. 
U.S. says it has 7.297 strategic 


warheads, compared with Mos- 
cow's 7,700. 

Later.. President Reagan off- 
ered tradeoffs — cuts in heavy 
bombers and cruise Missiles in 
exchange for concessions such as 
trimming the destructive power of 
Soviet weapons.- 

U.S. also urged a "build-down" 
plan under which metre existing 
missiles would be removed than 
new ones deployed. Washington 
said Kremlin's reaction was neg- 
ative. 

Moscow proposed cuts by rou- 
ghly 25 per cent to bring total mis- 
sile and nuclear bomber stocks 
allowed by 1979 Strategic Arms 
Limitation Treaty (SALT-2) 
down to 1 .800 on each side. Major 
warheads would be cut to equal 
levels. 

Intermediate-range Nuclear 
Forces (INF) 

U.S.-Sovict negotiationson lim- 
iting medium-range nuclear mis- 
siles in Europe started in Geneva 
in Nov. 19X1 and had made little 
headway when they were sus- 
pended in November 19X3. 
NATO has begun deploying 572 
Pershing-2 and cruise weapons to 
match .a Soviet build-up of 
medium-range missiles. 

As of December 1 9X4. Moscow 
had deployed 387 triple-warhead 
SS-20s in Europe and in Soviet 
Asia, while NATO had based 54 
Pershings and 48 cruises in Wes- 
tern Europe. NATO officials say. 

U.S. proposal: after first urging 
total ban on land-based dep- 
loyments. known as the "Zero 
Option.” U.S. offered equal glo- 
bal ceiling of 420 medium-range 
warheads on each side. 

Soviet proposal: initially a cut of 
European-based SS-20s lo match 
1 62 sea and land-based missiles in 
British and French independent 
nuclear forces. Idea was rejected 
by West. 

Moscow then offefed a cut to 

120 SS-20s bui only in Europe, 
not including deployments in Sov- 


iet Asia. 

Under 1979 NATO “double 
track* decision. U.S. missiles are 
to be based in West Germany (108 
Pershings, .96 cruises). Britain 
(160 cruises). Italy (112 cruises), 
Belgium and the Netherlands (48 
cruises each) if negotiating track 
is unsuccessful. 

U.S. is now urging Belgium and 
Netherlands, both under pressure 
from anti-QUclear movements 
over the basing plan, to stick to 
agreement and accept dep- 
loyments. 

40-nation Conference on 
Disarmament (CD) 

Autonomous body in Geneva 
linked to United Nations, includes 
all five nuclear weapons states 
(U.S.. Britain. China. France, Sov- 
iet Union), established in present' 
form in 1978. 

It is mainly considering a wor- 
ldwide ban on chemical and rad- 
iological weapons. Another task is 
how to monitor an eventual total 
ban on nuclear arms tests, inc- 
luding underground tests, the only 
type still allowed. 

The test ban talks became dea- 
dlocked on procedural issues, but 
hopes rose last year for gradual 
progress on chemical arms. 

U.S. Vice President George 
Bush last April presented a draft 
treaty calling for global chemical 
weapons ban and monitoring to 
verify compliance. Moscow rej- 
ected idea, saying it discriminated 
against Soviet bloc, which would 
have to open all chemical plants to 
inspection while Western private 
plants were exempt. 

Soviet Union has offered some 
concessions on verification but 
West says they are inadequate. 

Conference on Disarmament in 
Europe (CDE) 

Meeting of 33 Western, Com- 
munist and neutral European sta- 
tes plus U.S. and Canada opened 
in January 1984 to consider mea- 
sures that would reduce the risk of 


surprise anack in Europe. 

NATO proposal: package of 
"confidence building" measures 
including exchange of information 
on ground land air forces, not- 
ification of military activities, 
mandatory invitations to military 
exercises, inspections to check 
compliance. 

Soviet position: wants dec- 
larations on no-first-use of nuc- 
lear weapons, non-useof- force, 
zones in Europe to be declared 
free of nuclear and chemical wea- 
pons. 

Conference ended long squ- 
abble over procedure in Nov- 
ember by agreeing to set up two 
working groups for detailed dis- 
cussions. 

Forces and armaments in cen- 
tral Europe 

Vienna talks in 12th year bet- 
ween 12 NATO and seven War- 
saw pact nations. No result so far. 
Object is to trim conventional for- 
ces and arms in main “con- 
frontation" area in central Eur- 
ope. 

Talks called “MBFR” by West, 
for mutual and balanced force 
reductions, a name rejected by 
Communist bloc on grounds that 
stress on balance implies Warsaw 
pact superiority. 

Western proposal: four-stage 
cuts over seven years on each side 
to 700.000 ground troops and 

200.000 airmen, backed by strict 
verification. Based on Western 
figures, this would call for cuts of 
about 260,000 men by Warsaw 
Pact. 90,000 by NATO. 

Soviet bloc proposal: cuts of 

20.000 Soviet, 13.000 U.S. tro- 
ops. eventual 900,000 ceiling for 
ground force and air personnel on 
each side. 

Talks stalled for nine years in 
dispute over figures. NATO says 
Warsaw Pact underestimates its 
forces by 1 60,000, but offered last 
April to relax demands for troop 
data in exchange for concessions 
on verification to ensure agr- 
eement is honoured. 


By Tony Austin 

Reuter 

■ ROME — The devastating train' 

| bomb attack two days before Chr- 
istmas has sparked anger and dis- 
appointment among Italians who 
were beginning to hope that 15 
years of extremist political vio- 
lence were over. 

The bomb exploded in a railway 
tunnel between Florence and Bol- 
i ogna on the eve of a holiday which 
would have crowned one of the 
| most economically successful and 
politically stable years since 1 969, 
according to political analysis. 

“There's a diabolical logic in all 
this" Prime Minister Betti no 
Craxi said as rescue workers bro- 
ught the 15 bodies and more than 
! 1 00 injured passengers out of the- 
smoke -filled tunnel. 


-It's as if we Italians had no' 
right to live in peace." 

One week after the explosion 
aboard the Naples-Milan Express, 
magistrates in Bologna have iss- 
ued descriptions of two young 
men they believe may have pla- 
nted the five-kilogram device in a 
crowded second-class carriage. 

Some 23 anonymous callers to 
newspapers have claimed res- 
ponsibility for the blast, the worst 
terrorist attack in Italy since the 
August 1980. explosion at Bol- 
ogna Railway Station which killed 
85 people. 

Most of the callers said they 
represented extremist right-wing 
groups blamed for 11 previous 
bomb attacks on the 100- 
kilometre stretch of line between 
Arezzo and Bologna. 

Magistrates said the possibility 


of involvement by left-wing ext- 
remists like the red brigades or of 
the Mafia or foreign subversive 
groups could not be ruled out. 

But a large majority of Italian 
politicians, judges and new- 
spapers blame the attack- on the 
extreme right, suggesting its pur- 
pose is to halt Italy's return to sta- 
bility. 

Inflation has fallen to about 
nine per cent from 22 per cent in 
1979 and this year there has been 
a further decline in the fortunes of 
the once- feared red brigades. 
There are also srrong indications 
that the Mafia's structure may be 
starting to crumble. 

“The tunnel bomb was the sting 
in the tail of right-wing sub- 
versives who know they too are on 
the way out," said Transport Min- 
ister Claudio Signorile. 


Claudio Martella. deputy leader 
of Mr. Craxi's Socialist Party, said 
the bomb was planted “to keep 
Italy in the grip of terrorism;' • 
The latest attack revived all- 
egations that right-wing ext- 
remists enjoyed high-level pro- 
tection and politicians expressed 
outrage that previous acts of ter- 
rorism had gone unpunished. 

Ferdinando ImposFmato, a 
Rome magistrate who has inv- 
estigated both leftist and rightist 
political violence, says prominent 
Neo-Fascists had “disturbing ties 
with various armed services.” 
Last month former military int- 
elligence General Pietro Mus- 
umeci and his subordinate. Col- 
onel Giuseppe Belmor-e, were 
committed for trial on cli^rges inc- 
luding simulating a crime and pos- 
session of explosives. 


13 years we managed to .inc- 
rease our deficit by 170 'per 
cent. 

This indicator tells us in no 
ambiguous terms, that we are 
now farther from self- 
sufficiency than we were m 
1970 and that the gap has wid- 
ened and grew bigger, not in 
absolute figures only but in 
constant purchasing power, 
and as a ratio to gross national 
product, i.e. by any real or rel- 
ative standard. 

This sobering fact should 


push us to reconsider ow cur- 
rent policies*, financial, mon- 
etary. trade and development 
which prcv ailed during the past 
years. A substantial change h 
warranted. 

Since 1970, the Jordanian 
national economy achieved a. 
phenomenal quantitative 
growth, but growth or exp.' 
ansion per se is not a substitute ; 
for the over-due structural cor- 
rection, as long as out ultimate , 
aim was and still is a better fut- 
ure and more of self- ■ 
sufficiency and sustainability. 


PROFILE ' 

One more job for 
veteran Gromyko 
in Geneva 


By Charles Bremner 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — For Andrei Gro- 
myko, the veteran Soviet foreign 
affairs chief, meeting U.S. Sec- 
retary of State George Shultz in ' 
Geneva this week for new arms 
control talks is unlikely to hold 
any surprises. 

This century’s most exp- 
erienced foreign minister, Mr. 
Gromyko. 75. has advised every 
Soviet leader except Lenin and 
conferred with every U.S. pre- 
sident since Franklin Roosevelt. 

Mr. Shultz, whom he meets 
Monday and Tuesday, is the ninth 
U.S. Secretary of State since Nik- 
ita Khrushchev appointed him 
foreign minister in 1957. 

Mr. Gromyko is at the height of 
a foreign service career com- 
parable in length only to those of 
France's Talleyrand and Austria' s 
Mettemich in the early 19th cen- 
tury. 

In his old age. he has emerged as 
chief architect of Soviet foreign 
policy under President Konstantin 
Chernenko after many years as a 
self-effacing executor of Kremlin 
decisions. 

Tall, stooping and of sombre 
appearance, he has honed his neg- 
otiating skills in 40 years of mee- 
ting Western leaders, since Stalin 
first sent him as ambassador to 
Washington in 1943. 

His knowledge of the Western 
mind, dead-pan wit and abQicy to 
pinpoint the weaknesses of an 
adversary have earned him a rep- 
utation as a formidable opponent 
across a conference table. 

Former Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger, who helped 
shape the 1970s detente era with 
Mr. Gromyko, recalled in his 
memoirs: "Gromyko knew every 
shade of a subject. It was suicidal 
to negotiate with him without 
mastering the record.” 

Statesmen who have dealt with 


him in the past 18 months say be 
has acquired a new authority, par- 
ticularly since Mr. Chernenko 
succeeded Yuri Andropov as 
Communist Party leader last Feb- 
ruary. 

Diplomats believe dis- 
appointment with the passing of 
detente and antipathy towards the 
Reagan administration were beh- 
ind bitterness evident in Mr. 
Gromyko's recent dealings with 
the West. 

A year ago. he set the tone for a 
freeze in East- West relations with 
a tough speech at the Stockholm 
European Disarmament Con- 
ference. 

Diplomats saw his hand behind 
Moscow's decision to boycott the 
Los Angeles Olympics and to 
order a halt to growing contacts 
between the Kremlin’s East Eur- 
opean allies and West Germany. 

While Washington made ove- 
rtures to Moscow last September. 
Mr. Gromyko told President Rea- 
gan at a White House meeting he 
heard nothing new. 

He delivered another blast aga- 
inst U.S. policies at the United 
Nations — a forum he has known 
since its foundation in 1 946. In the 
1950s. he was nicknamed “Mr. 
Nyet (no)’.' for his frequent use of 
the Soviet Security Council veto. 

• By September. Western dip-, 
lomats were detecting a contrast 
between Mr. Gromyko's con- 
tinuing invective and more con- 
ciliatory comments from Mr. Che- 
rnenko. 

In recent weeks, with the Gen- 
eva meeting in prospect. Mr. Che- 
rnenko’ s line has dominated. Bui 
few diplomats sec the differing 
tones as anything other than del- 
iberate strategy. 

Among Mr. Gromyko's strong 
points is mastery of seeking 
short-term advantage, and he has - 
been quick to show flexibility in 
the past when needed to promote 
and reinforce Soviet interests. 


Tough task for Shultz 
at Geneva arms talks 


Train bomb attack disappointed hopeful Italians 


By William Scaliy 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — U.S. Sec- 
retary of Stale George Shultz 
faces one of the biggest challenges 
of his career when he embarks 
anew this week on the' tortuous 
road of arras control talks with the 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Shultz, 64, meets Soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gro- 
myko in Geneva Monday to set an 
agenda for negotiations on nuc- 
lear and space weapons. 

In the process, he will be see- 
king a foreign policy success that 
has eluded him since he took over 
from Alexander Haig at the State 
Department in July 19X2. 

He has to chart a way through 
problems posed by increasingly 
complex military technology and 
distrust between the superpowers. 
He also faces divisions in the gov- 
ernment, notably between State 
Department diplomats and Def- 
ence Department hawks, on how 
to approach negotiations with 
Moscow. 

Mr. Shultz and Mr. Gromyko 
are no strangers. They met in New 
York in September 1982 and 
later, in an atmosphere clouded by 
the September 1983 Soviet dow- 
ning of a South Korean airliner, in 
Madrid and Stockholm. 

They last met in New York and 
Washington last September^ when 
Mr. Gromyko also held talks with 
President Reagan. 

Mr. Shult 2 , a professional eco- 
nomist and former top business 
executive, has a reputation for 
quiet toughness, patience and 
negotiating skill honed as a labour 
mediator. 

He was Labour Secretary and 
treasury secretary under President 
Richard Nixon, and appears to 
have established a. close working 
relationship with Mr, Reagan. 

His career as secretary of state 
has been marked by able, if uns- 
pectacular, management of U.S. 
foreign relations. 

Ties between the United States 
and its allies have improved, U.S. 


and West European officials say." 
Mr. Shultz helped to settle a dam- 
aging dispute over U.S. sanctions 
against firms which sold equ- 
ipment to Moscow for a natural 
gas pipeline to Europe. 

He also paved the way for sound 
U.S.-Chinese relations following a 
shaky period after Mr. Reagan, 
.running for president, suggested 
Washington should upgrade rel- 
ations with Taiwan. 

In the Middle East. Mr. Shultz 
has encountered mostly failure 
and frustration. He helped to neg- 
otiate an agreement on wit- 
hdrawal of Israeli forces from 
Lebanon only to.see it scrapped by 
Lebanon last March ou Syria's 
advice. 

The previous month. Was- 
hington withdrew U.S. pea- 
cekeeping troops from Lebanon 
after a troubled 1 8-month mission 
aimed at bolstering government ■ 
authority. Suicide bombings ol 
three U.S. buildings had taken 
more than 260 lives. 

Since' Mr. Reagan’s reelection - 
last November, the State Dep- 
artment has played down any UJS. 
role in helping Lebanon and Israel 
forge Mother withdrawal accord, 
apparently to minimise a new set- 
back for U.S. prestige if- neg- 
otiations fail. 

Bombings in the Middle East 
and elsewhere have made Mr. 
Shultz a forthright campaigner 
against terrorism. He has adv- 
ocated preemptive strikes to pre- 
vent terrorist attacks, even al the 
risk of causing civilian casualties,: 
and has also emphasised the iofc 
of military power as com- 
plementary to diplomacy. - • 

These positions appear -to have 
put him at odds with Defence Sec- 
retary Caspar Weinberger; and 
relations between the two men'-* 
both former executives of the 
Bechtel construction form — - are a 
source of frequent speculation! 

The public appears often toper- 
ceive the usages accompanying 
their jobs as.reyersedT with Mr. . 
Shultz hawkish- - and Mr, ..Wei 1 -, 
nberger more cautious. 






JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY JANUARY 6, 1985 5 


Pro-Israel Christian fundamentalism plagues American media 
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By Alan Dahmer 


Part / 


The Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1982 and the Israeli government's 
military occupation of Palestinian, Syrian,' and Lebanese land have 
received continuous support and praise from American Christian 
fundamentalists. Likewise, they look on the ever-present possibility of 
ail-out war between Israel and Soviet-supported Syria with nearly 
gleeful anticipation. The most prominent of these fundamentalist bac- 
kers of Israeli, military policies are the “ televangelists’ ' (television 
evangelists). Televangelist programmes are broadcast on television 
and cable TV-nationwide. Those programmes which have attracted the 
largest audience are: Jimmy Swaggart’s “ Weekly Crusade"; Jerry 
Faln-ell's *• Old Time Gospel Hour"; Jim Bakkcr's “ PTL Show"; 
James Robison's "In the Word with James Robison"; Pat Robertson’s 
"700 Club"; and Paul Crouch's “Praise the Lord Show.” This issue' 
paper win examine ihe- peculiar relationship between Christian fun- 
damentalism arid the Israeli state as it is portrayed by televangelists. A 
brief account of their broader religio-political message will help put 
this support in context. 


THOUGH EACH tel- 
evangelist has bis own distinctive 
format and style of delivery, all 
emphasise the same religious and 
political themes. They speak of 
being “born again,’* of the New 
Testament miracles performed by 
Jesus, and of the miracles they 
have experienced in their own 
lives. From these familiar motifs 
of persoaalist evangelism they 
shift to the agenda of the New 
Right. They speak of familiar nat- 
ional issues like abortion, which 
they. oppose, and prayer in the 
schools, which they favour. They 
call for a crackdown on crime and 
the return of the death penalty. 

Increasingly they have turned to 
foreign policy issues as well. Exh- . 
ortatiems to their followers for ■ 
contributions to Rios Montt of- 
Guatemala resulted in millions of 
dollars being sent to the now dep- 
osed born-again general. They call 
for a continuation of covert U.S. 
aid to the former Nicaraguan nat- 
ional guardsmen now attempting 
to overthrow the internationally 
recognised Sandinista gov- 
ernment. They continue to den- 
ounce the return of the Panama 
Canal to P anamani an control. 
And they support continued U.S. 
military aid to El Salvador. 

’ Although they only recently 
have gained public visibility, tel- 
evangelists have already left their 
mark on local, state, national and 
international U.S. policy. Their 
biggest victory to date remains the " 
19S0 election campaign. By ass- 
ociating (or more frequently, dis- 
sociating) the fundamentalist pla- 
tform of moral and political ideals 
with certain candidates, by enc- 
ouraging their audiences to vote, „ 
and by. sponsoring New Right- lee-;, 
tures, rallies, and demonstrations^ 
they helped promote the then- 
fledgling conservative movement, 
giving it an outlet and thus a pro- 
minence it may not otherwise have 
received. 

Ad equally successful campaign 
has been waged against the TV 
industry in the form of boycott 
threats to advertisers sponsoring 
programmes deemed una- 
cceptable by fundamentalist pre- 
ssure groups like the Coalition for 
Better Television (CBTV). For- 
med after the 1980 election by 
fundamentalist preachers and var- 
ious leaders of the New Right and 
promoted by televangelists like 
Jerry Falwell, CBTV has suc- 
cessfully intimidated TV pro- 
ducers into eliminating many pro- 
grammes dealing with sensitive 
moral issues. Homosexuality and 
abortion head up the list of unm- 
entionables, but anything con- 
sidered "gratuitous sex” — ran- ' 
ging from offensive sexual jokes, 
sexual innuendo and implied sex- 
ual intercourse, to women’s min- 
iskirts and low neck lines — have, 
for the most part, been altered, 
eliminated or cancelled to satisfy 
the demands of CBTV and others. 


By 1981, for example, Proctor and 
Gamble, the TV industry’s largest 
advertiser, bad withdrawn its fin- 
ancial support from over 30 com- 
mercial TV programmes. More 
recently. General Foods, the sec- 
ond largest TV advertiser, reports 
withdrawing ads from app- 
roximately 100 programmes. 

The results of these efforts are 
not always negative. But even the 
few positive effects they have had 
are brought about through con- 
demnation. Fundamentalist hos- 
tility towards what they construe 
as immorality in effect deh- 
umanises those perceived as imm- 
oral with invective and abusive 
categorisation. They' denounce 
“secular humanists,” feminists, 
homosexuals, liberals — members 
of almost any minority — who 
diverge from their own conception 
of tradition al American morality, 
which is infused with religious and 
nationalistic patriotism. This con- 
ception is summed up in “the 
Judeo-Cbristian ethic,” an exp- 
ression with a long and res- 
pectable history that the tel- 
evangelists have given their own 
□arrow and tendentious mea- 
nings. 

Arab-baitmg and tbe FCC 

The fundamentalist version of 
the Judeo-Christian ethic emp- 
hatically excludes Islam and the 
Arab Nation. Yet the term was 
originally intended for a contrary 
purpose — to bring Jews and Chr- 
istians and their secular heirs tog- 
ether in a noble world view to 
which each had contributed. But 
the televangelists turn it into sim- 
ply another nationalist ide- 
ntification used to draw a line age- , 
•inst hated outsiders. The only acc- 
eptable role for Muslims, in their 
scheme of things, is as conversion 
candidates to Christianity. (Jews, 
it is assumed, will be converted at 
tbe dramatic last moment)- 

Referring to the establishment 
of a new television station in tbe 
Middle East that would be airing 
the “700 Club’ 1 , Pat Robertson 
offered his audience theological 
justification both for this anti- 
Islam ic bias and the work of tel- 
evangelists. 

... tbe Koran and Muslim tea- 
chings don't meet the deepest 
needs of the human heart. 
These are times of crisis and 
Islam stands on the divided 
doctrine looking to Com- 
munism or materialism for 
answers. Muslims are witing 
truth today but the Chr- 
istianity presented in tbe 
Koran brings further con- 
fusion. While there are deeply 
ingrained prejudices, there's 
n new openness to tbe gospel 
message if only it conld be ava- 
ilable by television. 

This politically charged appeal 


for support for a missionary ent- 
erprise gjves religious sanction to 
dikorted history and to racist 
views of Arabs and Islam. Local 
television stations which air nat- 
ionally syndicated televangelist 
programmes are required — but 
frequently fail to offer — alt- 
ernative programmes which 
would provide balance to tbe con- 
troversial political views espoused 
by the electronic preachers. * 

The U.S. Constitution disallows 
governmental interference with 
religious belief. However, when 
religious beliefs incorporate pol- 
itical opinions and those opinions 
are aired on radio and television, 
the federal government insists that 
balanced programming be offered 
to Lhe public. 

The Fairness Doctrine of the 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission (FCC) requires that all 
stations airing opinions on sub- 
jects of “controversial public imp- 
ortance” broadcast programmes 
voicing alternative opinions. Fur- 
thermore, the FCC has stipulated 
that this condition applies to all 
expressions of opinion “whether 
or not they may be deemed rel- 
igious views by some persons.” 

A close monitoring of several 
TV stations across the country ind- 
icates that religious programming 
is not taken into consideration 
when programme directors review 
their station's format for overall 
balance. Station licensees, oth- 
erwise conscious of their res- 
ponsibility for fairness id editorial 
policy and “inhouse” pro- 
gramming, frequently have ign- 
ored the political content of fun- 
damentalist religious pro- 
grammes. Stations receiving com- 
plaints about political content in 
religious idioms are usually willing 
to give opposing views some exp- 
osure, but most stations airing 
these programmes have never 
been challenged. For example, Pat 
Robertson, founder of the Chr- 
istian Broadcasting Network 
(CBN), the largest evangelical 
network in the country, has said 
flatly that none of his CBN sta- 
tions has ever been confronted 
with a serious Fairness Doctrine 
challenge. 

Such wins by default should not 
be permitted. The Televangelists, 
with their self-defined Judeo- 
Christian ethics, pose a threat to 
all minority communities, inc- 
luding Arabs and Arab-; 
Americans# By associating Arab 
nations, Arab- Americans and all 
who support Arab concerns with 
satanic evil, fundamentalists pro- 
mote a pattern of racist sca- 
pegoating which, as the world has 
witnessed too often, has no bou- 
nds or barriers. Anti-Arabism in 
the name of God, Israel or any 
Other cause only serves to eng- 
ender further hatred directed over 
a wider landscape of issues and 
people. 

The Evangelical Right rep- 
resents a dangerous new force in 
America that will not as some 
have contended, “go away if left 
alone”. Led by televangelists in 
the persuasive medium of tel- 
evision, fundamentalists continue 
to grow in political and economic 
power. 

This issue paper examines in 
detail several aspects of fun- 
damentalist thought and action as 
they concern racism against 
Arabs, in hopes that the creeping 
threat to other groups that racism 
presents will be brought into cri- 
tical view. 

Part I examines the symbiotic 
relationship between rep- 
resentatives of the Israeli gov- 



Fundamentalists campaigning 

ernment and television eva- 
ngelists. Part FI provides bac- 
kground on fundamentalism, the 
role of Israel in fundamentalist 
salvation, and the rise of fun- 
damentalist political activity and 
power in America. 

The Alliance 

“I feel that America is tied 
with the spiritual umbilical 
cord to Israel. Tbe ties go 
back long before the fou- 
nding of the United States of 
America. The Jndeo- 
Christian concept goes all 
the way back to Abraham 
and God’s promise to Abr- 
aham which I believe also 
included America." 

— Jimmy Swaggart 
Televangelists preach that by len- 
ding support to the Israeli gov- 
ernment, one is both obeying the 
Word of God and hastening what 
is termed, “the end times.” For 
born-again Christians, the sooner 
these “end times” come, the soo- 
ner they will be lifted into heaven. 

Combining this expectation 
with an implicit belief in manifest 
destiny results in the fun- 
damentalist demand for absolute 
support by the “New Jerusalem," 
America, for the "promised land" 
of God, Israel. 

Jimmy Swaggart, who has'gai- 
ped greater fame and fortune thr- 
ough his gold record-winning gos- 
pel singing than through his pre- 
aching. explains the fun- 
damentalist view. 

I feel that America is tied 
with the spiritual umbilical 
cord to Israel. The ties go 
back long before the fou- 
nding of the United States of 
America. The Judeo- 
Christian concept goes all the 
way back to Abraham, and 
God’s promise to Abraham 
which i believe also included 
America. Because God still 
says I will bless those that 
bless Israel and I will curse 
those that curse Israel. And 
thank God the United States 
of America still stands sup- 
reme today. And I believe 
firmly (that this is) because 
we’ve stood behind Israel and 
I pray God we always will 
stand behind Israel. 

The Israeli victory iu the 
summer of 1967 and the sub- 
sequent occupation of the 


West Bank, Gaza Strip and 
Golan Heights was hailed by 
fundamentalists as a 
“thrill" and a source of 
"renewed faith in tbe acc- 
uracy of the Bible.” 

The Israeli victory Until rec- 
ently, Israeli officials and Ame- 
rican Jewish leaders were rel- 
uctant to acknowledge uninvited 
allies like Mr. Swaggart. To this 
day. in fact, grassroots Jewish sen- 
timent finds such opportunistic 
interpretations of Scripture ala- 
rming and offensive. Most Jews, 
therefore, continue to ignore fun- 
damentalist overtures. 

Recently, though, influential 
Jewish organisations have dem- 
onstrated a willingness to suspend 
their religious sensibilities in exc- 
hange for what is perceived as 
support crucial to Israel's survival. 
Since 1 967, the American Jewish 
Committee, headed by Rabbi 
Marc Tannenbautn, has devoted 
its principal energies to firming up 
ao alliance between American 
Jewry and ChrisLian fun- 
damentalists. 

Other groups, such as the Jew- 
ish Defence League, and the Rab- 
binical Council of America, have 
also encouraged support of and by 
fundamentalists. Possibly the big- 
gest boost to the alliance, how- 
ever, has been the unabashed sup- 
port of fonqfr Prime Minister 
Begin and the Likud government 
of Israel. Mr. Begin, who claims a 
personal friendship with Jeny 
Falwell has both visited and been 
visited by many of the tel- 
evangelists representing the Eva- 
ngelical Right. 

The Israeli victory in the sum- 
mer of 1967 and the subsequent 
occupation of the West Bank. 
Gaza Strip, and Golan Heights 
were hailed by fundamentalists as 
a “thrill” and a source of “ren- 
ewed faith in the accuracy of the 
Bible.” 

Simultaneously the support lent 
Israel by liberal Protestant den- 
ominations began to wain. While 
such groups as the United Pre- 
sbyterian Church, the United 
Methodist Church, the United 
Church of Christ. Unitarian Uni- 
versalists, Quakers, the Men- 
nonite Central Committee and 
other members of the National 
Council of Churches (NCC) con- 
tinue to denounce anti-Semitism 
and defend Israel's right to exist, 
they also insist that justice be acc- 
orded the Palestinians. Their con- 
cern over increasing militarism 
and human rights abuses have led 


the NCC, for example, lo criticise 
Israeli policies and practices that 
are inconsistent with themes of 
peace and justice. 

Interpreting NCC disapproval 
as abandonment, Israeli officials 
began looking for new voices of 
support. By 1976. meetings bet- 
ween fundamentalist and Israeli 
leaders began taking place on an 
official basis. Since that time, des- 
pite many problems, the rel- 
ationship has become stronger as 
the power of televangelists has 
grown and U.S. aid to Israel has 
increased. 

Ironically. Israel's turn to the 
Evangelical Right has brought it 
to the fringe of anti-Semitism in 
America. Standing on the steps of 
the Virginia state capitol, for exa- 
mple, none other than Menachera 
Begin’s personal friend Jerry Fal- 
weli remarked to members of His 
Moral Majority: 

A few of you here today don't 
like Jews. And I know why. 
He can make more money 
accidentally than you can on 
purpose. 

In the past such remarks typ- 
ically would be condemned as rac- 
ist and defamatory by groups like 
the Anti-Defamation League of 
B‘nai B'irth(ADL). Now the ADL 
and similar Jewish groups seem to 
the biting their tongues. ADL's 
National Director Nathan Per- 
Imutter tries to explain away this 
phenomenon in his recent book. 
“The Real Anti-Semitism in 
America." He redefines anti- 
Semitism nor as a hostile prejudice 
toward Jews but as criticism of the 
“Jewish state” of Israel. Tol- 
erating the old “anti-Semitic and 
racist rantings” of the fun- 
damentalists he says he detested 
when growing up required quite a 
bit of backbending. Mr. Per- 
I mutter today summarises his wil- 
lingness to accept the “piercing 
shrillness" of fundamentalism 
with equally piercing cynicism 
when he writes: "Let's praise the 
Lord and pass the ammunition.” 

Perlmutter’s remark was meant 
to allay Jewish anxiety at the fun- 
damentalist propensity to pro- 
selytize. a practice which most 
Jews find offensive. Recently, 
fundamentalist leaders have res- 
ponded to Jewish criticism by ton- 
ing down their otherwise per- 
sistent. even aggressive attempts 
to “witness" to their Jewish allies 
in the United States. 

One reason for this change of 
behaviour in America may be the 
perception of new opportunities 
for proselytising in the Holy Land, 
especially in southern Lebanon. 
The “Voice of Hope" radio sta- 
tion and the more recent “Star of 
Hope" television station, both 
located in southern Lebanon, are 
owned and operated by U.S. Chr- 
istian fundamentalists, generously 
funded by American televangelist 
audiences, encouraged by the Isr- 
aeli government, and used as a 
military tool by Sa'ad Haddad's 
men. 

Mr. Haddad is the former Leb- 
anese army officer responsible for 
waging a terror campaign against 
Lebanese and Palestinian civilians 
in Israeli-occupied southern Leb- 
anon. Court-marshalled for des- 
ertion in 1978. Mr. Haddad has 
been responsible for the shelling 
of many villages and towns in sou- 
thern Lebanon, hitting schools, 
public utility installations, and 
other non-military as well as mil- 
itary targets. In 1980. Mr. Had- 
dad's tanks intentionally shelled a 
Boy Scout jamboree, killing eight 
and wounding 35. In addition. Mr. 
Haddad's forces have attacked 
United Nations headquarters and 


hospitals in southern Lebanon and 
killed IINIFIL soldiers. 

Not surprisingly. Mr. Haddad's 
actions have been condemned by 
the United Slates in the United 
Nations Security Council. His use 
of the "Voice of Hope" radio sta- 
tion to broadcast threats to the 
surrounding region ha* al*.' bro- 
ught the station’s American own- 
ers under the scrutiny of the Int- 
ernal Revenue Service and the 
U.S. State Department. 

Nicknamed the “Voice of 
Death” by its critics, the station is 
owned and operated by George 
Otis, who operates his High Adv- 
enture Ministry out of Van Nuys. 
California. Beside allowing Mr. 
Haddad free access to the station' s 
facilities, the Ministry offers a vital 
U.S. public relations link tor Mr. 
Haddad. His letters to "High 
Adventure friends'* sene to bol- 
ster his reputation as a born-again 
Christian hero attempting to make 
Lebanon a "true Christian state." 

The dogs of war are growling 
over here again. This are v cry 
light! 

It has been too long since 1 
wrote to you. I'll try to tel! 
you a Jiit/e about our current 
situation here in Lebanon. 

So much happens here and 
so fast. 1 want to thank your 
prayers for me and for un- 
people. We could never base 
survived without them: so 
don't stop! Many of you have 
given a report about us to 
your church and newspaper 
and that is beginning to help 
improve Free Lebanon's rep- 
utation to better match the 
truth. 

...Hundreds ot times over 
the past se\en years 1 have 
been asked. "When will 
peace ever come to Leb- 
anon?" I ha\e always ans- 
wered by saying. “When the 
Syrians and the PLO leave 
Lebanon." That is still the 
right answer. 

...The only permanent sol- 
ution to Lebanon's peace is 
Jesus, the Prince o! Peace. 
When He comes we can fin- 
ally throw away all oi -'li: 
tanks and guns. I think y.ui. 
the Voice of Hope and our 
Christians here in Lebanon 
are making progress toward 
bringing Jesus back, don't 
you? 

..Don’t forget our many 
serious problems here in 
South "Lebanon. I now have 
responsibility lor eight limes 
more people than before and 
our finances are terribly low. 
If you can help us to help my 
people financially I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart. 
God will bless you. 

George Otis always says: 
“and Lebanon shall become a 
fruitful field." That means 
something to me. Together, 
you and 1 are working tow- 
ards that and we are making 
progress day by day. Please 
keep thanking heaven that 
the “Voice of God” is still 
broadcasting for peace and 
for Jesus. Don't ever lei it go 
silent. Thank you. Your fri- 
end. Major Saad Haddad. 

In the Middle East. Mr. Otis 
serves his, public on both the radio 
station and the "Star of Hope" 
television station {which is funded 
in part by Pat Robertson s Chr- 
istian Broadcasting Network) in 
much the same wav as tel- 
evangelists serve their public in 
the LLS.-by airing inspirational 
messages, reading Christian Old 
Testament passages and playing 
music to spread the “Good 


News." The TV station s bro- 
adcasts reach Iraq. Turkey and 
Egypt, but Mr. Otis admits his 
audiences in Lebanon and Israel 
are the most important for his min- 
istry. He boasts that the television 
station is being used in fulfillment 
of the end-time prophecy, first 
and lore most, by preparing "the 
Jew ish souls to recognise Jesus as 
their Messiah — before the com- 
ing battle of Armageddon." 

■ In fact . religious proselytising in 
Israel was made illegal in 1978; 
the maximum sentence for vio- 
lators is live years’ imprisonment. 
But the Begin government not 
i ml) a flowed Otis broadcast pri- 
vileges in Israel and Israeli occ- 
upied Lebanon, but initially enc- 
ouraged the television station's 

construction. 

Today, the Israeli government 
helps Otis station by providing it 
with “Voice ol Israel" newscasts. 
And Israel also allows the station 
to proselytise over the airwaves. 
In return, the " \ oice of Hope" 
serves as .1 propaganda vehicle for 
Israel's henchman. Sa'ad Had- 
dad's men in southern Lebanon, 
and wins support (financial and 
ideological) tor them among 
American fundamentalists. 

Yet for all the manifold profit 
each party derives Irom the other. 
Jewish -upponers 01 Israel and 
Christian fundamentalists, the 
inherent rivalry ot the two groups 

— both making exclusiv e claims to 
being God's chosen people — con- 
tinues u» surface again and again. 

This inescapable rivalry has 
made many Jews skeptical of the 
alliance being formed H\ a coa- 
litionol Israeli and fundamentalist 
leaders But despite this ske- 
pticism on the pan ol American 
Jewry at large, certain American 
Jewish leaders continue to act as 
brokers for this decidedly awk- 
ward mixed marriage between 
increasingly orthodox Jewish Isr- 
ael and radically un-Jew ish if not 
anti-Semitic American Christian 
tundamemali^ts. 

•■Most Jewish leaders are 
willing to forgive anything 
so long as they hear a good 
word tbuut Israel." 

— Rabbi Alexander Sch- 

indler 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
head of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, offers a 
rationale for the incongruity bet- 
ween Jewish leadership and its 
constituency. 

Why does organised Ame- 
rican Jewry continue its fli- 
rtation with the Christian 
right? We know the reasons 
of course. Most Jewish lea- 
ders are willing to forgive 
anything so long as they hear 
a good word about Israel — 
AC Issues. 

•To be continued Monday 

Ahm Dehmcr is a writer and res- 
earch assistant lor the ADC Res- 
earch I nsi it nte. "Growing up in 
Xorth Carolina." he says. “I've 
seen a lot of changes in fun- 
damentalist preachers. They've 
come a long way from Sunday 
morning radio s/to us and talking 
about the dangers of dancing to 
satellite.' in the sky and lobbyists on 
the Hill." \1r. Dehmer received his 
B.A. in psychology and American 
literature ai Appalachian State 
University in Boone. .V.C. He did 
graduate studies in theology and 
linirgiology at The Catholic Uni- 
versity of America in Washington. 
DC. and in Ids I. compiled a com - 
prehcnsi 1 e 250-page bibliography 
on early Syriac Christianity with 
special emphasis on the Maronite 
Rite. 
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London giants held to draws 
in English F.A. Cup 


9 in a row for McEnroe against Connors 


LONDON (R) — First division queen’s Park Ran- 
gers and West Bromwich Albion were upset by sides 
from the lower divisions, while London giants Tot- 
tenham, Arsenal and Chelsea were all held to draws 
in the third round of the Football Association (F.A.) 
Cup Saturday. 


Third division Doncaster and 
Orient created the shocks by bea- 
ting Rangers and Albion 1-0 and 
2- 1 respectiscly on a day when the 
survivors from the lower two dit- 
ision> and outside the league look 
on the might of the top two div- 
isions. 

Tottenham Hotspur, leading 
Division One. were held at home 

1- 1 by second division Charlton 
Athletic. Fourth-placed Arsenal 
could only drau 1-i away to Her- 
eford ot the fourth division while 
Chelsea had to come back from 

2- 0 down to salvage a 2-2 home 
draw against Wigan of the third. 

Manchester United and Liv- 
erpool both prevailed 3-0 at home 
against Bournemouth and Aston 
Villa respectively while a club 
from outside the league became 
the Cinderella team of the day. 

Telford United got the winning 
goal three minutes from time as 
they sailed into the fourth round 
with a 2-1 home triumph over 
Bradford City, the leaders of the 
third division. 

But two other chibs trom out- 
side the league lost. Burton Alb- 
ion 6-1 to Leicester and Dag- 
enham I -0 at Carlisle. 

At Hereford, the home side 
paraded before the game a mascot 
worth £15.000 tS 17.000). three 


times as much as the team's pla- 
yers. ft was a prize-winning bull 
called ’Liverpool* and he provided 
the needed inspiration. 

Tony Woodcock gave Arsenal a 
22nd minute lead, but Chris Price 
equalised II minutes later. 

Wigan knocked Chelsea out of 
the cup at the same stage five years 
ago and goals by Paul Jewell and 
Mike Newell put them two up 
after 27 minutes Saturday. Dave 
Speedie and Pat Nevin replied in a 
five-minute spell in the second 
half but Chelsea will not relish the 
replay in Wigan next Tuesday. 

Gordon Strachan. Gordon 
Me Jueen and Frank Stapletoa 
scored for Manchester United at 
home as they avenged their 2-0 
away loss to third division Bou- 
rnemouth in last year's third 
round. 

Ian Rush got a pair and John 
Wark one as Liverpool, who have 
not won the cup in 1 1 years, cru- 
ised past Villa. 

Telford, who disposed of third 
div ision clubs Lincoln and Preston 
in earlier rounds, had defender 
Mark Hancock to thank for the 
winning goal against leaders Bra- 
dford City. 

Telford had gone ahead in the 
1 8th minute — their first chance 
— i h rouch Colin Williams but 



CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 

We have the following unused equipment to be sold at 
very attractive prices. 

1. 13.5 KVA Lister Generating set. 

2. 4 KVA Lister Generating set. 

3. 13.5 KVA Markon Alternator. 

4. 25 KVA Markon Alternator. 

5. Concrete vibrator to be powered by a i room pressor. 

6. Petrol engine Warssp vibrator (earth!. 

7. Broomwade aircornprassor CA1 

Tor more details please contact 
Telephone: 815624. 


Bradford capped a sustained per- 
iod of pressure by equalising thr- 
ough substitute Gary Haire. 

Sheffield Wednesday, fifth in 
Division One, needed a [ate win- 
ner from Lee Chapman for a 3-2 
victory at Fulham, but other first 
division clubs had less taxing mar- 
ches. 

Luther Blissett scored four as 
Watford smashed Sheffield Uni- 
ted 5-0, Gary Lineker hit a hat 
trick in Leicester's triumph over 
Burton Albion. Paul Goddard 
struck three as West Ham beat 
Port Vale 4-1 and Steve Moran 
got a couple as Southampton tro- 
unced Sunderland 4-0. 

In Scotland's Premier Division, 
Aberdeen shrugged off the loss of 
six points in their last four matches 
by beating Hibernian 2-0 to move 
four points clear at the top. Peter 
Weir and Stewart McKinnie were 
the scorers. 

Celtic's match against Morton 
was postponed but Dundee Uni- 
ted's fine recent form deserted 
them at St. Mirren where they 
went down 1-0 to an 86th minute 
goal from Jim Love. 


LAS VEGAS (R) — John McE- 
nroe beat arch rival Jimmy Con- 
nors for the ninth lime in a row 
here Friday night to reach the final 
of the Challenge of Champions 
tennis tournament. 

The American now meets Gui- 
llermo Vilas of Argentina, who 
defeated Ivan Lendl of Cze- 
choslovakia in straight sets in the 
eight-man round-robin contest. 

McEnroe, the world’s top- 
ranked player, beat Connors 6-3, 
4-6, 6-2. while VUas toppled 
French Open Champion Lendl 
6-4. 7-5. 

McEnroe has not lost to Con- 
nors since 1983 and in five of 
those nine matches Connors has 
failed to take a set from the you- 
nger man. Since 1979 McEnroe 


has won i7 of their 23 meetings.- 

McEnroe’s serve was the cli- 
nching factor Friday night. He 
produced 1 6 aces to none by Con- 
nors. 

After an even start, McEnroe 
won the final three games of the 
first set 

Battling Connors took the sec- 
ond set, after breaking McEnroe’s 
serve in the 10th game. But McE- 
nroe quickly regained control, 
breaking Con nors i n the first game 
of the final set and reeling off the 
last three games for a comfortable 
victory. 

Vilas’ win over Lendl ousted 
France’s Yannick Noah from a 
final spot. Noah outlasted Vitas 
Gerulaitis of the U.S. 6-3, 2-6. 
6-4. which meant both Vilas and 


Noah finished with two wins and 
one defeat in their group. 

The Argentine went through 
because he had beaten Noah when 
the pair met earlier. 

VUas captured the first set 6-4 
after holding a 5-2 lead, and alt- 
hough Lendl again fought back in 
the second from 5-2 down to 5-5 
Vilas won the next two games. 

Noah, who beat Lendl the day 
before, pwed much .o his heavy 
serving. A lapse of concentration 
lei Gerulaitis in for the second 
set. but there was no way back for" 
the- American after Noah had 
opened a 5-2 lead in the final set. 

McEnroe and Vilas meet for the 
$200,000 first prize, with the 
runner-up collecting SI 00.000. 


U.S. swimmers set best time in 200m relay 


Lewis to miss 
indoor games 

PARIS (R) — Carl Lewis will not 
compete in the World Indoor Ath- 
letics Championships here on 
January ]8 and 19. his manager 
Joe Douglas said. 

He said Lewis, winner of four 
Olympic gold medals in Los Ang- 
eles, had decided to spend the win- 
ter preparing for a bid to beat the 
long jump world record currently 
held by fellow American Bob 
Beamon. 


FAYETTEVILLE, Arkansas 
(AP) — Bothered by a strong 
first-day showing by East Ger- 
many. the United States improved 
Friday night with two world best 
times in the men’s and women's 
200-raetie medley relays in the 
U.S. swimming international 
meet. 

The United States, which came 
up two victories short of East 
Germany Thursday night, ended 
Friday with five victories to four 
' for the German Democratic Rep- 
ublic and one for Czechoslovakia. 

The German Democratic Rep- 
ublic, which won six of 10 events 
Thursday night, picked up three 
early victories Friday as Sven 
Lodziewski won the 800-metre 
freestyle in a time of 7:49.48. Ast- 
rid Strauss won the women's 
200-metre freestyle in 1:59.62. 
and Cornelia Sirch won the 
women's 100-metre backstroke in 
1:02.40. 

In the 800-metre freestyle the 
Germans took the top three pla- 
ces. easily defeating American 


FOR RENT 

Unfurnished two bedroom ground floor apartment 
with garden, car park and independent heating. Loc- 
ated between 4th and 5th circles, Jabal Amman. 

For further information contact Tel: 678376 


Jeff Kostoff. the world record- 
holder in that event, who finished 
fourth. 

Czechoslovakia's Marcel Gery 
won the men's 200-metre but- 
terfly in a time of 1:57.02. just 
over a second slower than the 
world best of 1:56.07 held by 
Michael Gross of France. 

Lodziewski edged Biondi by 
15-hundredths of a second to win 
the 100-meire freestyle with a 
lime of 49.48. German Dirk Ric- 
hter finished third in 49.66. 

The U.S. men's 200-metre med- 
ley team — Coy Cobb. John Mof- 
fet. Pablo Morales, and Matt Bio- 
ndi — won the event in a time of 
1:40.21. The time also set an 
American and U.S. open record. 

The old record of 1:42.47 was 
set Friday morning by the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas entiy of Larry 
Craft. John Ulibarri, David Gean 
and Chris Cantwell, which placed 
second in the evening, five-tenths 
of a second behind the U.S. team. 

The time of 1:42.47 bettered 


the 1:44.38 recorded bySouLhern 
Methodist University in 1982. a 
U.S. record. 

The U.S. women’s team set 
world best. American and U.S. 
open records in the 200-raetre 
medley relay with a time of 
1 :54.5S. The squad — Betsy Mii- 
chell, Kim Rhodenbaugh. Jena 
Johnson and Kathy Coffin, bet- 
tered its own world best mark of 
1:55.96, which it set in Friday 
morning preliminaries. 

The world best: of 2:03 was set 
by the St. Petersburg. Florida, 
Aquatic Club in 1973. 

American Olympian Rick Sch- 
roeder barely edged teammate Uli 
Bari in the 100-metre bre- 
aststroke. with a winning time of 
1 :02.76. 

Michelle Griglione led a one- 
two finish for the United States in 
the 400-metre individual medley 
with a time of 4:44.29, The U.S. 
women also took the final event of 
the evening, as Johnson won the 
50-metre freestyle in 25.61. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of two bedrooms, living room, reception 
and dining room with deluxe furniture, kitchen equ- 
ipment, central heating and telephone. 

Location: Jabal Al Weibdeh. 

Please contact Tel: 24471 


Jordanian swimmers to take 
part in Cairo meeting 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordanian Swimming Federation tins decided 
to take part in the winter swinun mg championships to be hdd in Cairo 
in March. The championships include competitions for young swi- 
mmers below 12 and 14yearsofage„ and water polo com petitions. The 
federation also decided to organise a swimming competition « Al 
Hussein Youth City’s winter pool on March 8. Competitors of afi ages 
and both sexes will be allowed to take part. The best swhnmerefn the 
March 8 competition wifl be allowed to take part In the. Cairo event. 
The federation also said that contacts are underway with the Int- 
ernational Swimming Federation to subscribe to the tnontfrij Swi- 
mming magazine which is published in the United State*. . 

Jordan to attend A WF session’.* 

AMMAN fJ.T.) — Jordan is to take part in the meetingsof the Arab 
Wrestling Federation (AWF) general assembly scheduled to be held in 
■ Morocco daring April, according to the President of the Jordanian 
Wrestling Federation Ibrahim Al Awamleh. The AWF also ann- 
ounced the 1985 championships programme among which w3t be the 
Arab beginners championship scheduled to be held in the Iraqi capital 
of Baghdad during the first half of August to be accompanied by ju 
international refereeing course. Morocco will host the Arab seniors 
championship during June along with a general assembly meeting 
while the Arab Youth Championship will be held in the Syrian capital 
of Damascus daring October. 

Boxing federations agree to hold 
contests in Syria, Saudi Arabia 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordanian Boxing Federation has concluded 
agreements with Arab Boxing Federations taking part in a pan- Arab 
meeting in Amman over the past few days- 

According to the federation’s president Saleh Basinni agreement 
was reached with the Syrian federation to hold two contests of seven 
. different weights in Amman and Damascus in April and May, 
Another agreement, signed with the Saudi delegation provides for 
hniHing bouts in Saudi Arabia in February. According to Mr. Basftmi, 
the Jo rdanian federation will take part in the Third Arab Cha- 
mpionship to be held in Algiers and the youth championships in Syria, 
in accordance with the Arab Boxing Federation’s resolutions. •„ 


Al Hussein wins volleyball cup 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A] Hussein Volleyball Club retained the Jordan 
Champions hip title for the third successive year Saturday by beating 
AJ Wihdat club in the final at the Sport City’s Sports Palace. 

in a match attended by the Minister of Youth Dr. Hani Al Kha- 
'sawneh. Hussein defeated Wihdat 3-2 (game scores: 11-15. 15-10, 
15-5, 9-10. 15-6). President of the Jordanian Volleyball Federation 
presented the winners with the championship trophy. 


WANTED 

IMMEDIATELY 

FLAT/VILLA 

4 bedrooms fully furnished. 
Between 4th to 7th Circles or 
ShmeteanVUm lithaina area 
Tel. Hill 29571 or 817851 


Jordan Times 
Tel. 666320 


TODAY... 


TODAY 


Opera Cinema 


is proud to present 

One of the most spectacular films In the current 
season... full of excitement that you will remember 
for a long time 


FOR SALE . - 

■ ' Foreign company fnvites offers 'for the- .following 
duty paid motor vehicles; 

Toyota Corolla Station Wagon model 1979, colour 
white. 

Toyota Carina model 1981, colour white. 

To view please phone 811903 during normal office 
hours. 


UNFURNISHED AND FURNISHED . 

APARTMENTS?'-; i * «r>>- 

Unfurnished.-..-, second floor house.'-Tbree bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, large living room.dinrng room, guest room 
and 2 balconies. Separate heating, telephone and ent- 
rance. Location 4th Circle. 

Furnished,... one bedroom, bathroom, large kitchen, 
dining room and large living room. All appliances, TV 
and telephone. Location - 4th Circle.- 
Telephone 671317 


FURNISHED FUVT FOR RENT 

. -I • ■ 

Consists of three bedrooms, salon, sitting room, din- 
ing room with separate central heating and telephone. 

Location: Second Circle, near Petra Bank behind the 
American Embassy. 

Call Tel: 811261, Amman. 


SUZANNE 


Aniiuii 

. iiim h*t aim Liu 
j/i’t im mi in 


oW37 ; 


' RiS.L fiLMS Present • • - 

.. R03ERT UNTC&'STFPH EN J. KCTTW 
. A WJ3IN SPKY FUrr, 

JENNIFER DALeTo “SUZANNE" 


Starring: Jennifer Dally 

CINEMA OPERA, Abdali. behind Alia offices 
Abdafi central shopping centre, Tel: 675573 

The cinema is centrally heated 
Shows at: 3:30 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 


TENDERS NOTICE 

The Directorate of Projects/Ministry of Education ann- 
ounces the issuing of the following tenders which are 
part of the educational projects sponsored partly by 
the World Bank. 

A. Fourth Educational Project: 


Tender 
No. Title 

1/85 General Furniture 
2/85 Business Furniture 
3/85 Laboratories Furniture 
4/85 Physics Labs 
5/85 Chemistry Labs 
6-85 Biology Labs 

7/85 General Science Labs 

IV85 Lab Chemicals 

B. Third Educational Project: 

14/85 Food processing lab 
and diary (rebid) . 


Tender fees 

JD 10.000 
Free of charge 
JD 10.000 
JD 10.000 
JD 5.000 
JD 5.000 
JD 5.000 
JD 10.000 


Free of charge 


Interested bidders are invited to collect tenders’ doc- 
uments from the procurement division at the Directorate 
of Projects, Ministry of Education starting Jan. 5 1985 
against the payment of the above fees. 

Closing date will be 10 a.m. 10th March 1985. 

Director of Projects. 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment 

Three bedrooms, two bathrooms, large living area, dining room, 
large kitchen, pardon and garage. 

Additional advantages: Building is separate with separate central 
heating, electricity and water, telephone, colour TV and aut- 
omatic washing machine are also available. 

Location: Jabal Amman. Second Circle, near Spanish Embassy. 

Please call Tel: 813953 


UNICEF VACANCY 


F ^ R ®Q iona| Office for the Middle East and 
North Africa in Amman is seeking qualified personnel 
preferably of Jordanian nationality, for One PER- 
SONNEL ASSISTANT, minimum 5 years experience in 
office and personnel administration, university degree 
in Business Administration or management preferred: 
Salary between JD 298 to JD 392/month. 

The organisation offers, in addition to good salaries 
very competitive working conditions including annual 
salary increments, 6 weeks annual leave, dependency 
allowances for spouse and children, language pro- 
ficiency allowance, medical insurance, pension fund 
coverage, group life insurance, working hours from 
7:45 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. etc. 

Qualified candidates should apply In writing by 13 ■ 
January 1985 to the Personnel Officer, UNICEF P o 
Box 811721, Amman. 

Phone Nos.: 29612/29603/29586 


WANTED 

Abdo Educational Centre/ Sweileh needs English 
language teachers. 

For information please contact Tel: 843172 


DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT 
“ in Shmeisani 

For more information please call: 665470 


,THE 

BRITISH COUNCIL 

ENGLISH COURSES 

Registration for the January-March term 
W'll take place on Sunday 6th and Monday 
7th January at the following times: 

Testing: 9.00 - 10:00 a.m. 

3.00 - 4.00 p.m. 

Registration: 9.00 - 12.00 a.m. 

3.00 - 6.00 p.m. 



Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel; 44092-44280 

BUDDY 

BUDDY 

{Colour) 

Tel: 677420 

Performances 3:30, 6:/t. 
B:3Q. 10:30 


Cinema 

AtmSSEiN 


Tel: 22117 


CHRISTINE 


(Colour) 

Performances. 12-3 - 5:30-8 


Cinema 

RfilNBOW 

Tel: 25155 

love 

AND 

MONEY 

(In Colour) 

3:30 6:00 8:30 10:30 p.m. 


■ • • ■ • 


Cinema 

OPERN 

SUZANNE 

(Colour) 

(in colour) 

Abdali, behihd ALIA offices 


Cinema 

PALESTINE 

Tel: 22117 

1- BAZI 

2- BRUCE LEE, THE 
UNCONTESTED 

(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3-7 




Cinema 

RRGHRD6N 

Tel: 22108 

brothers 

MEETING 

(Indian) 

(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3-5:30-8 


• ■ ■ 


3Mm« 3 JO & 8.30 «J3 • 

TEL. 34144.34149 * 

★ ★ ★ -k * k-'k'k -tc ★ * 
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aggravate in Africa 


NAIROBI (R) — Baked dry by 
drought and squeezed between 
s hrink i ng prices for 'their com-, 
modity exports and dwindling for- 
eign aid, most African suites again 
felt the uncomfortable pinch of 
economic hardship- in the past 
-year. 

An already battered African' 
economy was ravaged further in 
19R4 as widespread drought left 
.27 parched states'at the mercy of 
food aid to feed their hungry, acc- 
ording to the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organisation. 

Citing 1984 as Africa’s worst 
year sinre the great depression, 
Mr. Ad ebay a Aded.eji, 
executive-secretary of the United 
Nations Economic Commission 
for Africa, described the continent 
hi a recent review as“ the very sick 
child of the international com- 
munity,” 

' He warned that without more 
aid soon, “ Africa will suffer from, 
and the world will witness, an 
unparallelled catastrophe.” 

The World Bank recently aired 
plans to raise SI billion within the 
next few months from rich gov- 
ernments around the world to est- 
ablish a special assistance facility 
for African nations that agree to 
economic and agricultural policy 
reforms; 

But the scheme is far from sewn 
up and potential donors like the 
U.S. and Britain have yet to give 
their blessing. In the meantime, 
belt-tightening has* become the 


Benefits belittle dollar’s surge 


way of life in Africa. 

Even the -usually robust South 
African- economy wilted as dro- 
ught Forced Pretoria to import 
grain and the price of gold, which 
provides about half the country's 
foreign earnings, slumped to near 
S300 ah ounce from over 5500 in 
1983. 

• Austerity, was the hallmark of 
economic policies in West Africa 
m 1984. But while coastal cou- 
ntries like the Ivory Coast and 
Ghana seem to be painfully pul- 
ling out of recession, the outlook 
in the Sahel region remains bleak, 
with drought and starvation spr- 
eading in Chad, Mali and other 
states in the area. 

Hoping to put an end to years of 
economic decline, Zaire and 
Ghana have swallowed the bitter 
medicine prescribed by the Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
in return for credit. Western aid 
donors have responded by gra- 
nting substantial finance and the 
IMF sees signs of recovery in both 
economies. 

The IMF said recently that bar- 
ring unforeseen circumstances 
like a collapse in cocoa and coffee 
prices, the Ivory Coast too could 
look forward to a resumption of 
real growth after 1984. 

Not so Liberia. With debts of 
S800 million and a sizeable oil 
import bill, its economic outlook is 
barely helped by political unc- 
ertainties surrounding elections 
scheduled for later this year to 


return the country to civil rule. 

The outlook in the Sahel region 
appears the most dismal. 

Vast Mauritania, which had a 
coup last month, suffers from the 
advancing desen and low iron ore 
export prices. Most other Sahel 
countries have few resources and 
drought is a major problem in 
Niger, a country which until last 
year had made impressive strides 
towards agricultual self-- 
sufficiency. 

In Nigeria, the military swept 
out the civilian government, ple- 
dging to halt an imminent collapse 
of black Africa's largest economy, 
riven by mismanagement and a 
fall in vital oil exports. Yet despite 
a tough budget that axed spe- 
nding, the military has barely den- 
ted runaway inflation or mounting 
unemployment. 

Three successive years of poor 
rainfall have ravaged the eco- 
nomies of Southern Africa, a reg- 
ion accustomed to one of the hig- 
her standards of living on the con- 
tinent. 

Zimbabwe, usually one of Mack 
Africa's rare food exporters, had 
to import maize, cutting into its 
already depleted foreign exchange 
reserves. But economists say the 
country will enjoy some growth 
this year for the first time since 
1981. 

For battered Mozambique, the 
outlook for 1985 is still bleak. Hit 
by famine, drought and cyclone. 


the Marxist state also suffered an 
upsurge in its nine-year-old gue- 
rrilla war despite signing a peace 
accord with neighbouring South 
Africa. 

’ Tiny Malawi proved a rare suc- 
cess in growing all its own food, 
while Botswana broke the trend of 
retreating economies by posting a 
balance pf payments surplus for 
the second successive year, thanks 
to a doubting of its diamond exp- 
.orts. 

Kenya's” wprst drought in 50 
years nearly withered the roots of 
sound econom ic progress planted 
in 1983 and the outlook for -this 
year has only begun to look up 
after recent good rains. 

Zambia's serious economic 
problems showed no sign of easing 
during 1984. with shortages in the 
shops and a near desperate lack of 
foreign exchange hampering bus- 
iness. The squeeze was due to low 
prices for copper, virtually Zam- ’ 
bia's only export. * 

Morocco, dependent on irap- 
'orted oil. ran a huge trade deficit 
'which rose by almost 50 per cent 
in the first half of last year. 

But oil resources kept the eco- 
nomy of neighbouring Algeria 
buoyant. After concentraiog on 
heavy industries and the pet- 
rochemical sector since ind- 
ependence. the government s new 
five-year plan reflected its eag- 
erness to step up food production 
so as to cut a large food import bill. 


L. America faces more debt problems 


CARACAS (R) — Latin America 
made tangible progress in easing 
its $360 billion burden of foreign 
.debt in 1984. but many dark clo- 
uds are still on the horizon. 

Some 2Va years after the reg- 
ion’s debt crisis first erupted with 
Mexico's near-bankruptcy, off- 
icials and economists say the ove- 
rall problem is far from solved. 

Better rescheduling terms were 
achieved in 1984 and U.S. interest 
rates fell, but a major concern for 
1985 is an apparent slowdown in 
the U.S. economy and its impact 
on Latin America. 

“Latin America’s debt pro- 
blems are far from over and will be 
made far worse by any decline in 
U.S. economic growth." Mr. 
Manuel Perez Guerrero. Ven- 
ezuela's top adviser on int- 
ernational finance, told Reuters. 

Around 40 per cent of Lbtin 
American trade is with the ILS,^ 

Fewer countries reschedul&rfti ' 
1984, but the amount involved 
rose with multi-year agreements 
to more than $70 billion. 

Mexico, Venezuela and Ecu- 
ador negotiated multi-year acc- 
ords with creditor banks at imp- 
roved .terms over 1983 res- 
chedulings. _ 

Argentina, seen by many ban- 
kers as the “enfant terrible" of 
Latin debtors for most of 1984, 
wrapped up an agreement with its 
creditor banks to reschedule 
$16.5 billion over 12 years. 

This enabled the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to release a 
$1.4 billion standby credit last 
Friday. 

For 1 985, Argentine central 
bank vice president Mr. Leopoldo 
Portnoy told Reuters recently in 
Bucqos Aires: “We must start 


from the concept that there will be 
no problems, but we may need 
some additional support from 
banks to cover servicing pay- 
ments.” 

Latin America's biggest debtor, 
Bazil, which now owes more than 
$100 billion, also claimed pro-' 
gress in its bid for a multi-year 
rescheduling of up to $51 billion. 

But all four big debtors of the 
region — Brazil. Mexico. Arg- 
entina and Venezuela — still have 
debt worries. 

Mexico is delaying a SI billion 
payment associated with its $48 
billion rescheduling and Ven- 
ezuela has stalled over chronic 
private debt arrears. Both Mexico 
and Venezuela's agreements are 
overshadowed by oil revenue 
doubts. 

Elsewhere. Peru has acc- 
umulated $200 million in interest 
arrears, blocking, its rescheduling- 
plans. ' > * 

Colombia, the only major Latin' 
American borrower to have sta- 
ved off debt negotiations, has seen 
its foreign reserves plunge ala- 
rmingly and its bank creditors are 
reported to be forming .an inf- 
ormal advisory committee. 

This could be a critical month 
for Latin American debtors: 

— Brazil meets creditor banks 
to discuss its request to reschedule 
$51 billion. 

— Mexico's creditors await a 
$250 million pre-payment. 

— Venezuela's bank advisory 
committee decides whether to 
resume talks on a $20.75 billion 
rescheduling, stalled over slow 
government progress on private 
sector arrears. 

— Peru faces downgrading of its 
loans by U.S. federal bank reg- 


ulators as it is behind on its int- 
erest payments to banks. 

Latin America’ s efforts to plot a 
joint debt strategy will continue in 
1 985, encouraged by what is seen 
here as successful pressure on cre- 
ditor banks for better repayment 
terms this year. 

“Latin America has lost its fear 
of speaking collectively on the 
subject.” said Mr. Enrique Igl- 
esias. secretary-general of the 
United Natioos Economic Com- 
mission on Latin America. 

The Cartagena Group of 11 
debtor nations, which in 1984 
drew up a blueprint for easing the 
regions's debt burden, plans to 
meet again on Feb. 8 in the Dom- 
inican Republic. 

. This and other meetings early 
this year are geared towards a pla- 
nned dialogue between ind- 
ustrialised and Third World cou- 
ntries this spring udder the aus-_ 
pices of the development coin-* 
mittees of the -World .Bank aqd- 


IMF. 

The success of this initiative is 
seen as hinging on the U.S. att- 
itude. 

Treasury officials in Was- 
hington remain sceptical and fav- 
our the current strategy of rew- 
arding with multi-year res- 
cheduling those debtors which 
accept austerity programmes. 

Such programmes, seen by cre- 
ditors as essential for the region's 
recovery, had a mixed reception - 
this year. 

The Dominican Republic eve- 
ntually broke off talks with the 
IMF after April food riots in which 
55 people died. 

In Mexico, the Labour Con- 
federation (CTM) said workers 
lost 72 per cent of their purchasing 
power in 1984 but at the same 
time accepted a 30 per cent wage 
hike for January, showing a solid 
union -front to back government , 
austerity policies. . ' nU 


LONDON (R) — The dollar’s ability to set new 
records in the first days of 1985 has caused only mild 
disquiet in Western Europe and Japan, with trade 
benefits tending to outweigh negative effects. 

A Reuter survery shows most 3.16. 
countries content to wait for a . Many economists say softer oil 
change of market sentiment later prices this year should protect 
in the year, and some feeling, par- consumer prices in most nations 
ticularly in West Germany, that if from a strong dolls', 
action is needed to get a better West German authorities, eco- 
currency balance the onus is on nomisrs and currency dealers also 
the Untied States. regard the dollar' s present levels 

The strong dollar has as yet had as too much the result of market 
no real impact on inflation — in speculation, considering the dee- 
the European Community the pening U.S. current account and 
annual rate fell late last year' to 6.5 federal budget deficits, 
per cent, the lowest since before They and other authorities in 
the 1973 oil crisis. Western Europe have noted the 

Exporters able to flood the luc- expressions of concern lately by 
. rative American market and mce- U.S. Commerce Secretary Mal- 
ting little competition from high- colm Baldrige about the U.S. 
priced American goods abroad trade deficit, expected to have 
have been rubbing their hands reached SI 30 billion in 1984. 
with glee. There have also been reports 

West Germany, helped by what that Federal Reserve Board ( Fed) 
many Germans regard as an ove- Chairman Paul Volcker would 
rvalued dollar, racked up a record like to see the dollar easing gently 
foreign trade surplus of 54.9 bii- from its present peaks as the U.S. 
lion marks ($17.3 billion) in 1984 budget deficit is reduced, 
and expects to raise its share of Unlike last September when it 
world trade again this year. intervened heavily to bring the 

But with the dollar 30 per cent dollar down, the Bundesbank has 
above its average level in 1 980- stayed on the sidelines last week. 
82. there are worries in several, as have other central banks, 
countries, notably West Germany. U.S. policy is to stay out of the 
Britain and Switzerland, that inf- exchange markets unless they are 
lation could soon be forced upw- disorderly. 

ards, that too much capital is flo- “Why should the Bundesbank 
wing to Lhe Lbiited States and that *11 dollars now? This is not a 
a sharp fall by the dollar could be German problem but a U.S. pro- 
disruptive. blem." Mr. Ulrich Hocrslel. eur- 

Concem about the strong dollar rency dealer at the Frank fun stock 
at the official level is probably sir- exchange, said last week, 
ongest in West Germany. The chief economist at Wes- 

Central Bank President Karl ideuische Landesbank Gir- 
Otto Poehl said recently: “The ozemrale. Mr. Klaus Wieners, ref- 
Bundesbank cannot be happy lected the view of many Germans, 
about (the dollar strength), even saying the dollar must eventually 
when our exports temporarily pro- succumb to fundamental eco- 
fit from it.” nomic factors. 

He added: "Despite the current "I think that the rates we're see- 
low rate of increase in the cost of ing now. or even 3.20 ( marks), are 
living, there is still potential for probably about the upper limit." 
inflation which could become vir- he said. 

ulent." He added: “Even the U.S. can’t 

However, the German institute live with a current and trade acc- 
of economic research. DIW. says ount deficit of this kind of size 
the country's inflation rate will over the long run." 
ease to two per cent this year, all- He projects an average dollar 
hough it bases this on an average rate of 2.80 marks in 1985. 
dollar rate of 2. SO marks this year. Bui other German economists 

whereas the current rate is around say the relatively high interest 


rates needed to attract capital to 
the U.S. will keep the dollar high 
over the year, u-iih many seeing 
3.30 marks possible. 

In London the stock market fell 
sharply Thursday on fears that the 
pound sterling's collapse to aro- 
und $1.15 mainly due to exp- 
ectations of lower prices for Bri- 
tain’s oil. will soon force an inc- 
rease in bank interest rates. 

The pond has lost more than 20 
per cent of its value against the 
dollar in the past year. ~ 

The Bank of England has been 
noticeable by its absence from the 
exchange markets and has sig- 
nalled its reluctance to sec interest 
rates rise. But because of an aut- 
omatic link with money market 
rates, a rise in borrowing costs 
could come this week. 

This would be a blow to efforts 
by chancellor of the exchequer 
Mr. Nigel Lawson to stimulate 
economic recovery in 1985 by 
lower borrowing costs as well as 
tax reductions. 

Britons have become inured to 
occasional sterling crises over the 
years but have never before seen 
officialdom stand on the sidelines 
so long without trying to stop a 
lengthy slide. 

The Times said Friday in an edi- 
torial that the chancellor had been 
right to eschew an exchange-rate 
target but it might be better if the 
treasury made it clear that the 
pound's international value “is 
indeed an integral feature of 
sound monev" and that violent 


fluctuations would be avoided. 

The French government, often 
a critic of U.S. policy, has adopted 
a relatively sanguine altitude to 
the new dollar surge, believing the 
past six months have shown that a 
high dollar has positive as well as 
negative effects on the French 
economy. 

The dollar is about 1 0 per cent 
higher against the French franc 
than it was in late August. But 
despite this France has made con- 
siderable progress in cutting both 
inflation and its trade deficit, and 
invisible earnings also have ben- 
efited. with record earnings from 
tourism last year. 

Nevertheless France remains 
concerned at the long-term pro- 
spects of a continuing high dollar 
for both European recovery and 
Third World debtor nations. 

A Swiss National Bank spo- 
kesman said Switzerland as a cla- 
ssic export country was benefiting 
from a strong dollar, but added 
that current levels implied a risk 
that the dollar could in the tutu re 
fall sharply and quickly. 

In Tokyo the dollar is .u a two- 
year high against the yen and there 
was some suspicion Friday of off- 
icial intervention hv the Bank of 
Japan to sell dollars to help the 
rate. 

Japanese exports continue to 
boom, hut Mr. Ka/uo Kida. Sum- 
itomo Bank's chief economist, 
said non-price factors had more 
influence than the dollar-ven 
exchange rate. 


Kuwait, China agree 
on energy cooperation 


PEKING (R) — KuwaiL'soi! and 
finance? minister Friday agreed on 


South Korean overseas 
construction work falls 

SEOUL (R) — The value of South Korea's overseas construction 
contracts totalled $6.5 billion last year, the lowest for four years, 
industry sources said Saturday. 

The total was 62 percent down on the 1983 figure of$ 10.5 billion. 

The sources blamed the decline on reduced oil revenues in Middle 
East countries which were increasingly turning to domestic rather- 
than foreign construction companies and on cheap and competitive 
labour from other countries, including China. Pakistan and the Phi- 
lippines. 

The Middle East accounted for 91.2 per cent of the 1984 figure, 
with Saudi Arabia alone awarding $3.2 billion of contracts to Korean 
firms. 

South Korea, which does not produce oil, relies heavily on the 
region to provide more than $6 billion worth of crude oil each year to 
fuel its industrialisation programmes. 


joint cooperation with China in 
energy development after a first 
day of intensive talks. 

Mr. Aii AI Khalifa Ai Sabah and 
China International Trust and 
Investment Corporation chief Mr. 
Rong Yiren decided to establish a 
joint development corporation as 
soon as possible, the New China 
News' Agency (NCNA) said. 

Gulf oil analysts forecast that 
■Mr. Ali, as a leading official in the 
Organisation of Petroleum Exp- 
orting Countries (OPEC), would 
also ask his Chinese hosts to cut 
back soaring oil output to support 
OPEC efforts to sustain weak 
world oil prices. 

However. NCNA reported Fri- 
day that in the first two days of this 
year. China pumped 12 per cent 


more oil than.in Lhe same period 
last year. China’ s'l 984 crude out- 
put was a record 2.3 million bar- 
rels per day (b/dl while exports are 
projected at a record 380.000 b/d. 
25 per cent more than 1983. 

Mr. Ali also met Chinese Oil 
Minister Tang Ke and China Pet- 
rochemical Corporation Cha- 
irman Li Renjun and reached agr- 
eement on boosting bilateral ties 

China, Asia's biggest producer 
of crude, is not an OPEC member 
and Asian oil traders have said 
some of its crudes have been edg- 
ing out from local oil markets the 
marker crudes of Indonesia, the 
only Asian OPEC member. 

Mr. Ali has already helped get 
non-OPEC Mexico. Egypt. Mal- 
aysia and Brunei to make small 
output cuts to match OPECs 
more substantial reductions. 


w XYOUR daily 

Horoscope 

from the Carroll RIghter Institute B 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, JAN. 6, 198S 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Today gives you an ex- 
cellent chance to do things at home which you enjoy, 
and consider what you can do to have more security 
where your family and property are concerned. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Get into quiet talks with 
kin that can be mutually helpful and get good results. 
Be very charming and considerate of others. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) A good day for growth 
in whatever sphere is important to you where social af- 
fairs are concerned. Be highly inspired today. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Take time to study how 
you can grow in a business way. Read your newspaper 
wisely and gain knowledge. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) A good day 
to ponder on how you want the future to trend and make 
plans in such directions. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) A good day for meditation 
that can bring you growth and development and gain 
the advancement you desire. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to SepL 22) If following your loftiest 
ideals you can be inspired to gain greater heights. Make 
sure you count the cost of a trip you plan. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Tap your subconscious 
for the inspiring thoughts and ideas you need at this 
time. Show courtesy and thoughtfulness. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) The full moon could 
bring new outlets into your life that can be made to work 
profitably. A new contact could be very wise, so listen. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Your hunches 
are good today so use them to real advantage and get 
on the right path of life. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Be with partners 
who are dynamic and not as emotional as you. Make 
some new arrangements that can gain you benefits. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) A good day to take 
health treatments and to improve your appearance. You 
can make plans to produce more in the future. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Make arrangements with 
friends so that you can have a good time. Some special 
thought for your mate brings excellent response. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she is 
apt to be very sensitive and should early be taught to 
be objective, otherwise others could easily hurt his or 
her feelings. One who will have a great love for anything 
of the past, art, antiques, etc. Much success is possible. 
Be sure that the diet is good. 
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Shultz to defend ‘Star Wars’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — Secretary of State George 
Shultz leaves for Geneva for talks with Soviet For- 
eign Minister Andrei Gromyko prepared to defend 
U.S. plans for research into a “Star Wars” missile 
defence system. 


Moscow less sure of being able to 
destroy U.S. missiles. Such unc- 
ertainties, it says, would reduce 
the Soviet incentive for a surprise 
first-strike attack intended to 


undercut U.S. ability to retaliate.' ition clear. 


mentator said Saturday that the 
United States seems in no hurry to 
work out proposals for next 
week's arms control talks in Gen- 
eva and has yet to make its pos- 


Officials say that President 
Reagan's S26-biIlion research 
programme, officially known as 
the Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDI), is not a bargaining counter 
to be traded away in future neg- 
otiations on offensive weapons. 

The Reagan administration 
hopes to begin laying the gro- 
undwork for resuming nuclear 
weapons negotiations during the 
two-day Geneva talks, but the 
Soviet Union has served notice 
that its top priority is halting the 
U.S. anti-missile effort. 

Before leaving for Geneva late 
Saturday. Mr. Shultz was due to 
meet top arms control officials at 
the State Department. 

Virtually the entire hierarchy of 
the arms control establishment, 
including White House National 
Scour it v Ad'iser Robert Mc- 
Farlane. is going to Geneva with 
Mr. Shultz. Also included are Paul 
N'itze and Edward Rowny. the 
negotiators ni (he strategic . and 
medium-rancc nuclear missile 


talks suspended by the Soviet 
Union more than 13 months ago. 
Mr. Nitzc has since been named as 
a special arms control adviser to 
Mr. Shultz. 

The U.S. commitment to SDI 
was underlined this week by the 
publication of booklet elaborating 
on Mr. Reagans vision, in a 
March 1983 speech, of eli- 
minating the threat posed by str- 
ategic missiles by making them 
"impotent and obsolete". 

The programme has been att- 
acked by critics who say it cannot 
fulfil Mr. Reagan's aim of pro- 
tecting the American people and 
will cause the Soviet Union to try 
to develop missiles That can ove- 
rcome the Star Wars defences. 

However, in the booklet def- 
ending the plan, the Reagan adm- 
inistration says SDI "need not 
provide 100 percent protection in 
order to enhance deterrence (of 
nuclear attack) significantly". 

It says the' system could protect 
U.S. military’ forces and make 


-The booklet says; 

"By significantly reducing or 
eliminating the ability of ballistic 
missiles to attack military forces 
effectively, and thereby rendering 
them impotent and obsolete as a 
means of supporting aggression, 
advanced defences could remove 
this major cause of instability." 

It calls the SDI programme a 
prudent response to Soviet res- 
earch and development of missile 
defence and an insurance against 
Soviet unilateral development of 
an advanced system. 

The booklet suggests that Was- 
hington would share any missile 
defence breakthroughs with Mos- 
cow, saying the United States 
seeks a future environment that 
serves U.S. and allied interests as 
well as the Soviet Union. 

"Consequently, should it prove 
possible to develop a highly cap- 
able defence against ballistic mis- 
siles. we would envision parallel 
United States and Soviet dep- 
loyments." it says. 

Meanwhile a top Soviet com- 


Yuri Zhukov said that when Mr. 
Shultz and Mr. Gromyko meet on 
Monday and Tuesday they will 
embark on completely new talks. 

Moscow was prepared to con- 
duct the talks in a constructive 
way, he said in an article in the 
Communist Party daily Pravda 
headed "good basis for agr- 
eement". 

"As for the United States, its 
stand will become clear only dur- 
ing the coming meeting. It is not 
clear yet." he said. 

“It is also worth recalling that 
recently American officials have 
been making it clearer in their int- 
erviews with journalists that Was- 
hington is in no hurry to work our 
mutually acceptable proposals," 
Mr, Zhukov said. 

The meeting, he said, did not 
mark a return to previous talks on 
medium-range and strategic nuc- 
lear weapons which stopped in 
November 1983 when Moscow 
walked out over the U.S. dep- 
loyment of cruise and Pershing 
missiles in Europe. 


TASS says Moscow 
regrets missile error 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
news agenev TASS said Saturday 
that a Soviet missile may have 
flown over Norway and Finland 
and that Moscow had expressed its 
regret to Helsinki and Oslo. 

The .slion report was the first 
mention in the Soviet media of ihe 
missile which TASS said went off 
course after being launched dur- 
ing an exercise in the Barents Sea 
on Dec. 2S. 

Norway said the cruise missile 
flew over its territory and crashed 
in Finland last Friday. 

•* Because of errors which arose, 
a winged target deviated from its 
given course towards the shore 
and disappeared in a westerly dir- 
ection." TASS said. 

"ft is not excluded that it flew 
partly over Norwegian territory- 
and entered Finnish territory." it 
said, adding that Moscow had exp- 
ressed us regrets to both gov- 
ernments involved. 

The TASS report appeared to 
tally closely with whaivSnviet 
ambassadors told the Norwegian 
and Finnish authorities Friday. 

The target had not carried any 
explosives or toxic substances. 
TASS said. 

"In connection with the given 
unpremeditated incident, which 
occurred because of the failure of 
n part, the Soviet side informed 
the Finnish and Norwegian sides 
and expressed its regret ov er what 
happened." it said. 

TASS said the target missile was 
launched during an exercise in the 
Barents Sea involving Soviet nav al 
vessels. 

Western diplomats said the Sov- 


iet apologies, delivered in Oslo 
and Helsinki Friday, were a clear 
signal that Moscow was prepared 
to deviate from its usual tactics to 
ensure the arms control talks sch- 
eduled for Monday and Tuesday 
went ahead smoothly. 

Some diplomats had thought 
the missile affair would taint the 
atmosphere when U.S. Secretary 
of State George Shultz and Soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gro- 
myko met- 

But Washington moved swiftly 
to play down the incident and 
Moscow quietly expressed its reg- 
ret. Oslo welcomed the response 
and said it would help the sup- 
erpower meeting. 

Meanwhile. Moscow’s allies 
have put the onus on the United 
Staves to make the Geneva talks a 


success. 

Official media predicted no 
immediate breakthrough when 
Mr. Shultz meets Mr. Gromyko 
and warned the U.S. not to upset 
the military balance. 

Hungary's official daily Magyar 
Hirlap quoted Soviet sources as 
saying Mr. Gromyko would sub- 
mit a variety of disarmament ideas 
to the talks which were being wat- 
ched with cautious expectation. 

Romania's Agerpres news age- 
ncy said President Nicolae Cea- 
usescu welcomed the meeting arid 
hoped it would lead to new formal 
nuclear arms talks. 

Czechoslovak Foreign Minister 
Bohuslav Chnoupek said in an 
interview with Bulgaria’s Rab- 
otnichesko Dclo that i! the talks 
were to succeed, the U.S. side 
must behave responsibly. 


Aspin elected chairman of 
Armed Services Committee 


WASHINGTON l API — Ign- 
oring the seniority system tra- 
ditional!} observed. Democratic 
Party members of the House of 
Representatives have chosen Pen- 
tagon critic Les Aspin over Melvin 
Price as chairman of the House 
Armed Serv ices Committee. 

In selecting the 4 year-old 
Aspin to lead their party battles 
with Republican President Ron- 
ald Reagan's administration over 
military spending, the House 
Democrats also bypassed another 
veteran. 74-year-old Rep- 
resentative Charles Bennett of 
Florida. 

The Democrats, organising for 
Congress’ new iwo-vear term. 


control the House committee cha- 
irmanships by virtue of their 
252- 1 S3 majority. Republicans 
hold a 103-97 edge in. the Senate. 


“It was not a reaction against 
the personalities of the other can- 
didates,” Mr. Aspin said after 
his triumph. "It was a sign 
that we ought to be taking a ser- 
ious look at defence... trying to 
balance the (U.S. government 
budget) deficit and national sec- 
urin' interests.” 


Later, in a statement, he said 
the vote showed ‘’that the party 
wants to take a clear direction on 
the issues of arms control and def- 
ence spending.” 
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Q.l — Both vulnerable. 
South you bold: 

+KQ762 TAKJ95 00 +Q3 
The- bidding has proceeded: 
South West North East 
I ♦ Pass 2 ♦ 


5 V Pass 0 V Pass 
Pass ? 

’What action do you take? 


What action do you take? 


as 


Q.2— Both vulnerable. 
South you hold: 

♦983 <PKQJ9 0 954 ♦1090 
The bidding has proceeded: 
East South West North 

3 0 Pass 

4 Pass , 

5 5? Pass 


Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦83 * 73 0 92 ♦KQJ8763 
Partner opens the bidding 
with one no trump. What do 
you respond? 


1 * 

3 * 

4 NT 
6 * 

What action do you take 


Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

o 


as 


Q.3— Both vulnerable. 
South you hold: * 

♦ 109852 * 93 0 A87 4AQ5 
The bidding has proceeded: 
East South West North 
1 ♦ Pass 3 * Pass 
4 * Pass 5 0 


Q.5— As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

♦AK9 VAKJ87 08 +10032 
The bidding has proceeded: 
East South West North 
1 ♦ Dble 2 ♦ Pass 
Pass 2 * 3 4 3 * 

Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


as 


Q.6— Both vulnerable. 
South you hold: 

♦Q7 *K10763 0 983 +752 
The bidding has proceeded: 
West North East South 
1 NT Dble Pass ? 


Ten Thais killed in 
crossborder shelling 


AMPIL. Kampuchea (R1 — 
About 1 0 Thai rangers were killed 
in cross-border artillery shelling 
during ground fighting between 
Vietnamese troops and guerrillas 
along the troubled western Kam- 
puchean border, police reported. 

Police in Thailand’s north eas- 
tern province of Buriram said sev- 
eral Vietnamese artillery shells 
fired into Thai territory hit a bor- 
der defence outpost opposite the 
besieged camp of O-Bok north of 
Ampil. 

It was the highest Thai casualty 
toll since Vietnamese troops lau- 
nched a dry-season offensive in 
November against a string of 
camps of the Khmer People's Nat- 
ional Liberation Front (KPNLF) 
along the 720- kilometre border. 

Four soldiers were killed and 
two wounded in a clash after Vie- 
tnamese troops backed by artillery 
intruded about 1.000 metres ins- 
ide Thailand opposite O-Bok ear- 
lier this week. 

Thailand has complained in 
recent weeks of several cross- 
border shellings and Vietnamese 
ground intrusions in hot pursuit of 
guerrillas . 

The latest incident came in a 
wake of renewed expectations of a 
major assault against Ampil. the 
only major KPNLF base still int- 
act. 

Thai military officers and 
KPNLF leaders expect an attack 
cm Ampil. 300 kilometres east of 
Bangkok, on Monday, sixth ann- 
iversary of the Vietnamese occ- 
upation of the Kampuchean cap- 
ital of Phnom Penh. 


A KPNLF official told reporters 
that it would be a morale boost for 
the guerrillas if the attack did not 
materialise "because it means the 
Vietnamese are not yet sure of vic- 
tory if they hit us.” 

But. he said, for security rea- 
sons a scheduled press conference 
at the border on Monday by 
KPNLF leader Son Satin had been 
cancelled. 

Only sporadic small armed fire 
could be heard Saturday beyond 
the forward defence line of Ampil 
and at Nong Samet, 25 kilometres 
to the south and scene of heavy 
fighting in recent days. 

Hing Kunthon. KPNLFs dep- 
uty c h ief of the civilian affairs, 
dismissed as unfounded spe- 
culation that the Vietnamese 
might use helicopters in an attack 
at Ampil. 

The Vietnamese have riot been 
known to use helicopters in com- 
bat operations against guerrillas in 
six years of war. 

In expectations of a strike at the 
main base, more than 20,000 ref- 
ugees were moved Friday in ord- 
erly procession four kilometres 
deeper in Thailand. 

They irugded under the noo- 
nday sun with their domestic pets, 
waterbuffalos, pigs and poultry 
and their belongings tied on bam- 
boo poles. 

International relief agency off- 
icials said the influx brought to 
about 130.000 the number of 
Kampucheans who had sought 
refuge the Thailand since Hanoi 
launched its dry-season offensive. 


Soviet planes intercepted 
471 times by Norway 


OSLO (R) — Norwegian jets 
were scrambled 471 times in 1984 
to intercept Soviet planes off nor- 
thern Norway, almost double Lhc 
1983 figure of 250. the Defence 
Ministry said Saturday. 

A spokesman said the increase 
was probably caused by improved 
Norwegian detection equipment, 
and not by an increase in Soviet 


flights near the NATO member’s 
air space. 


Norway last year introduced 
AWACS (Airborne Warning And 
Control System) surveillance 
flights from north Norwegian air- 
fields to improve monitoring ope- 
rations around the Norwegian 
border with the Soviet Union. 
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SHENOUDA RECEIVES WELL-WISHERS: 
An Egyptian Coptic father bolds his young son to 
receive a blessing Saturday from Pope Shenouda 


III. leader of the Coptic Orthodox Church, who was 
released Tuesday from three years of confinement 
by the Egyptian government (AP wire photo) 


Rama Rao asks Gandhi for cash aid 


NEW DELHI (R) — Rim star 
N.T. Rama Rao. propelled into 
the spotlight as India's new nat- 
ional opposition leader, met 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi Sat- 
urday and demanded extra cash 
for his drought-hit southern state 
of Andhra Pradesh. 

Mr. Rao. chief minister of And- 
hra Pradesh, heads the regional 
Telugu Desam Party which alone 
resisted Mi. Gandhi's massive ele- 


ction victory last monlh to emerge 
as the largest national opposition 
group in parliament. 

Mr. Rao held an hour-long mee- 
ting with Mr. Gandhi in Delhi and 
offered to co-operate with Mr. 
Gandhi's triumphant Congress (I) 
Party, which won 401 of the 508 
parliamentary seats at stake, the 
Press Trust of India (PT1) news 
agency reported. 

PTI quoted the yellow-robed 


politician as saying he submitted a 
memorandum to the prime min- 
ister listing Andhra Pradesh dev- 
elopment projects which required 
New Delhi’s approval. 


He asked for an extra 470 mil- 
lion ruppees ($39 million) to help 
to relieve the impact of both dro- 
ught and monsoon floods which 
affected widespread areas of the 
state last year, it said. 


Sikh priest 
asks for 
government 
protection 


NEW DELHI (R) — One of 
India's most important Sikh rel- 
igious leaders has appealed to 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi to 
protect the Sikh community, the 
Press Trust of India (PTI) said 
Saturday. 

The News agency quoted Sahib 
Singh, head priest of Amritsar’s 
Golden Temple, the sect's holiest 
shrine, as calling on Mr. Gandhi to 
make the protection of Sikh lives 
and property his first task after his 
landslide election victory last 
month. 

No polls were held in Punjab 
state, where most Sikhs live, for 
fear of renewed sectarian vio- 
lence. ‘ 


Sahib Singh, commenting on 
Mr. Gandhi's appointment on 
Thursday of a special cabinet task 
force to examine the Punjab crisis, 
demanded the release of Sikh pol- 
iticians held in jail since the army 
moved into the state, last June. 

“Let the prime minister come 
out with an assurance... to save the 
honour, fife and property of the 
Sikhs and to punish the guilty per- 
sons in order to inculcate a sense 
of security in them,” Mr. Singh 
said. 

PTI said that Mr. Gandhi had 
asked the Punjab administration 
to persuade Sikhs who went to the 
state during the riots to return to 
their homes elsewhere in India. 

Mr. Gandhi, who has said Pun- 
jab would head his list of domestic 
priorities, included Defence Min- 
ister P.V. Narasimha Rao and 
Finance Minister Vishwanath Pra- 
tap Singh on his committee to 
study the crisis. 

Sahib Singh called for the unc- 
onditional release of the Sikh lea- 
ders to enable them to take part in 
any talks with the government. 


U.S. special force reportedly can place 
nuclear bombs behind enemy lines 


WASHINGTON (AP> — U.S. 
special operations forces have 
been trained to carry and place 
light-weight nuclear bombs beh- 
ind enemy lines in the event of a 
European war with the Soviet 
Union, a top research analyst says. 

The smallest of the warheads 
weighs only 27 kilogrammes, he 
says. 

William M. Arkin. the director 
of the Arms Race and Nuclear 
Weapons Research Project at the 
Institute for Policy Studies, said 
Friday the existence of the light- 
weight bombs — known as special 
atomic demolition munitions — 
has been known for years. 

But what has now become app- 
arent. he added, is that the United 
States and its allies have decided 
not to retire the special bombs 
from a European stockpile and 
indeed, to give special operations 
units the responsibility and tra- 
ining to place them behind enemy 
lines in the event of war. 

“We've known for some time 
‘'that the United States had two 
small atomic munitions in its ars- 
enal — a larger one dubbed the 
medium and one called the special 
that can be carried by one man." 
Mr, Arkin said in an interview, 
"But we were never sure why 
there were two kinds. 

“ More recently, it has become 
clear that the special is solely for 
the use of commandos and that it’s 
going lo remain in our European 
stockpile." he added. “It's cer- 


tainly the most bizarre nuclear 
weapon in our arsenal. And since 
it's for use behind enemy lines, 
that certainly doesn't spell det- 
errence in any terms." 

The existence of the special 
atomic demolition munition, or 
"backpack nuke" in military jar- 
gon, was spotlighted last January 
when Mr. Arkin and two co- 
authors published a new com- 
pendium of U.S. nuclear forces. 

Drawing on congressional tes- 
timony and information from Pen- 
tagon sources, the reference book 
disclosed the small nuclear bombs 
were first produced in 1963. that 
the warhead weighs only ahouj 26 
kilogrammes, and that about M00 
remained in America's arsenal. 

The weapons became the sub- 
ject of renewed scrutiny following 
a report Thursday evening by an 
NBC Television newscast. NBC 
said it had learned that special 
operations commandos in Bad 
Tolz. West Germany, had been 
trained in European languages, 
customs, sabotage and the use of 
the backpack nukes. 

“ In a big war. they would drop 
behind Soviet lines and organise 
resistance movements," NBC 
reported. " ( And) there are 1 00 of 
these backpack nuclear weapons 
in West Germany. 

"The backpack nukes would be 
set off by remote control (after 
placement) to destroy targets such 
as airfields and Soviet command 
sites.” 


Citing long-standing policy. 
Pentagon officials refused Friday 
to address any questions about the 
Defence Department’s special 
operations teams. 

"I can confirm that demolition 
munitions exist, but I can’t con- 
firm their deployment or who has 
them, 1 ' said Lt. Col. Miguel Mon- 
teverde Sr., an army spokesman. 

Mr. Arkin said, however, he 
had become intrigued by the fact 
the United States and its allies in 
the North Atlantic Treaty Org- 
anisation had decided npt to wit- 
hdraw the backpack nukestas part 
of a general retirement or older 
nuclear weapons. ' , 

NATO ministers meeting in 
Canada in October 1*983 decided 
to retire 1,400 nuclear warheads 
from Europe to make way for the 
deployment of new cruise and 
Pershing missiles. Although he 
refused to identify his sources, and 
Pentagon officials declined com- 
ment. Mr. Arkin said he had lea- 
rned the medium atomic mun- 
itions — which must be carried on 
a jeep or helicopter — were ear- 
marked for retirement but the 
special backpack nukes were not. 

"I think that's an interesting 
decision, because it raises the que- 
stion of what these things are far." 
Mr. Arkin said. 

While the backpack nukes are 
extremely small in nuclear terms 
— with a yield of only about one- 
quarter kiloton —"that’s equal to 
250 tons of TNT.” Mr. Arkin said. 


U.S. police overpower 
hijacker after 6 hours 


CLEVELAND. Ohio (R) — A 
woman who shot two people and 
took four others hostage in an 
attempted hijacking was wounded 
and captured by police Friday 
night after a six-hour siege aboard 
a Pan American airliner at Cle- 
veland Airport. 

Police identified the woman as 
Ometta Mays, a resident of a poor 
Cleveland neighbourhood, who 
was later reported in critical con- 
dition with a gunshot wound in the 
chest. 

She was captured when police 
stormed the Boeing 727. parked 
at an airport terminal. 

There was an exchange of gun- 
fire during which one policeman 
was slightly wounded by the 
woman, police said. 

Two men, a woman and a baby, 
who had been held aboard the 
plane, were not injured. 

When the incident began, more 
than two dozen passengers and 
crewmembers fled to safety thr- 
ough the plane's rear exit door on 
seeing the woman enter the plane. 


One agent of the Federal Bur- 
eau of Investigation (FBI) said 
Mays appeared irrational and 
tired and the decision was made to 
storm the plane because it was 
thought the hostages were in dan- 
ger. 

Police had said Mays’ only 
demand was to be flown to Rio de 
Janeiro. 

Police said the incident began 
when Mays tried to walk by an 
airport security checkpoint wit- 
hout going through a metal det- 
ector. 

She was challenged by two gua- 
rds. pulled a small handgun and 
fled into an entrance rampleading 
to the airliner, where several shots 
were fired. 

Wounded at that point was a 
woman g3te attendant. 

Mays then boarded the plane, 
which was to fly to New York. 

Police surrounded the airliner 
and brought a psychiatrist on 
board, as part of their attempt to 
negotiate with the woman. 


2nd Honduran minister 
seeks expulsion of rebels 


TEGUCIGALPA (R) — Hon- 
duran Presidency Minister L>bo- 
doro Arriaga Iraheta has rei- 
terated that U.S.-backed Nic- 
araguan rebels must be expelled 
from this country. 

The minister told a news con- 
ference that a Tebel Nicaraguan 
Indian group known as the Misura 
had offended Honduran sov- 
ereignty and law by saying in local 
newspapers they were prepared to 
kill 23 captured Nicaraguan sol- 
diers. 

Mr. Arriaga Iraheta said Hon- 
duran law required the summary 
expulsion of foreigners who med- 
dled in internal affairs but 
added that no decision on the reb- 
els* expulsion had been taken. 

The Misura are among about 
12.000 anti-Sandinist rebels who 
have used Honduras as a base for 
three years. 

Foreign Minister Ed gar do Paz. 
B arnica told reporters Thursday 
the rebels had abused Honduran 
hospitality and should be "kicked 


out 


Diplomats said Mr. Paz Bar- 
nica's statement, made days bef- 
ore a meeting of the peace- 
seeking Comadora Group, und- 
erlined concern that the rebels' 
presence contradicts the official 
Honduran policy of supporting a 
negotiated settlement in the reg- 
ion. 

Last year Honduras ordered the 
rebels to be less conspicuous, clo- 
sing a rebel hospital and press off- 
ice and expelling a leader of the 
largest insurgent group, the Nic- 
araguan Democratic Force 

Western diplomats have said 
these measures were an attempt to 
extract more aid from the United 
States, with which Honduras is 
negotiating revisions to a mutual 
defence treaty. 

Officials said Friday they had 
expressed concern to the U.S. 
over the presence of the rebels in 
Honduras. 

1 "I wish they would just go.” one 
said. 


Kennedy on S. African tour 
follows in brother’s footsteps 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — U.S. 
Senator Edward Kennedy begins 
a week-long lour of racially- 
divided South Africa, retracing 
the footsteps of his assassinated 
brother Robert. 

Robert Kennedy made imp- 
assioned pleas for racial liberty 
when he toured the country in 
1 966. Two years later he was shot 
dead during a campaign for the 
presidency. 

Edward Kennedy has been wid- 
ely tipped to make a bid for the 
U.S. leadership in four years time 
but the senators aides discount 
speculation rhar the South African 
tour is the beginning of a cam- 
paign for the 1988 presidential 
elections. 

Sen. Kennedy’s tour erap- 
.hasises meetings with black lea- 
ders. He will spend his first night 
in the turbulent black township of 
Soweto, on the outskirts of Joh- 
annesburg, at the house of Nobel 
Peace Prize winner bishop Des- 
mond Tutu, 

Political analysis said it was unl- 
ikely his requests to meet jailed 
black leaders would be granted 
but he would be allowed to meet 
Winnie Mandela, wife of nat- 
ionalist Nelson Mandela serving a 
life sentence for sabotage and plo- 
tting violent revolution. 


A U.S. official told newsmen no 
request had been made for- the 
senator to meet President P.W. 
Botha but it was likely he would 
hold talks with Foreign Minister 
Pik Botha. 

The senator will be met aL the 
airport by Bishop Tutu, till rec- 
ently general secretary of the 
South African Council of Chu- 
rches (SACC) before becoming 
Anglican Bishop of Joh- 
annesburg, and Alan Boesak, pre- 
sident of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches, who tog- 
ether invited Sen. Kennedy to this 
country. 

Also greeting him will be Bey- 
ers Naude, an implacable foe of 
the country's racially divisive pol- 
icy of apartheid. Naude is due to 
succeed Tutu in the SACC fol- 
lowing seven years during which 
he was silenced by the uniquely 
South African banning order 
which cm him off totally from 
society. 

But the senators meetings will 
not be only with black opponents 
of the government. U.S. officials 
said he would also address a group 
of 600 business leaders, most of 
them white, and also hold inf- 
ormal talks with selected groups of 
white businessmen and aca- 
demics. 


Supreme court 
has cancer surgery 


WASHING i ON (RJ— Saptene 
court Justice Lewis F. RpweK, 77 
underwent surgery for -canker of. 
the prostate at a hospital ffl Roc. 
hc&tcr. Minnesota, rhe fotoa^. 
ouftced. Powell. 
moderate on the nmc-Eoejab^ r 
court, will be in hospHaifbftl&jQ 
1 4 days but wants to refwn fod* 
bench" hy February, a wipamtc 
court spokesman said. h N;V-prt*- 
gnosis is excellent." a coytvaa- 
ternem said. Five of the mac jay 
tices arc 76 or older. . - 






Leading Watergate 
figure dies - - 


NEW YORK (Ri General 
Robert Cushman Jr, a dose friend 
of former President Richard 
Nixon who became embroiled in 
the Watergate scandal in 1973. 
died on Wednesday aged 70. the 
Pentagon announced. Although 
he was decorated as a hero in 
World War II and later in Vietnam 
and sen cd as commandant of the 
Marine Corps from 1972 io 1975. 
Gen. Cushman was best known 
for the part he played in the Wat- 
ergate affair. It was disclosed at a 
hearing of the Senate Watergate 
Committee that as deputy director 
of the Central Intelligence Age- 
ncy. Gen. Cushman initially app- 
roved CIA assistance for the bur- 
glary of the office of Daniel £H- 
sberg's psychiatrist. Ellsbcrgwasa 
former national security aide who 
claimed to have released the Pen- 
tagon papers to the press. Gen. 
Cushman died at his home in Mar- 
yland, the Pentagon said. He is 
survived by his wife and two chi- 
ldren. 


Rock musician 
loses arm 


LONDON (R) — Surgeons have 
amputated the left arm or British 
rock group Def Leppard's dru- 
mmer Rick Allen four days after 
they sewed it back on following a 
car crash, a hospital. said Saturday. 
Allen, whose group has taken the 
United States by storm, had his 
arm torn off at the shoulder when 
his {sports car overturned on New 
Year’s Eve. On Friday night doc- 
tors. who had sewn the atm back 
orcin a four-hour operation, were 
forced to amputate it because of a 
wound infection. Allen was said to 
be in stable condition in a She- 
ffield. central England, hospital. 


Liver transplant 
baby dies 


LOS ANGELES (R) — An 
eight-months-old Australian 
baby. Kevin Mitchell, died nva 
Los Angeles hospital, five days, 
after receiving a second tra? - 
nsplanted liver, a hospital spo- ' 
ke smart said. The baby's mother. 
Rae Mitchell, of Cairns. Que- 
ensland. who had brought her son 
to the hospital when his original 
liver failed, was at his bedside 
when he died. The spokesman at 
the University of California in Los 
Angeles ( L<CL A ) hospital said the 
boy died of pulmonary failure. 
Kevin received his first tra- 
nsplanted liver on Dec. 18 and his 
body rejected it. A second liver 
was transplanted last Sunday. 


Indian army mules 
dying of disease t 


NEW DELHI (R) — The Indian 
army's mule's, crucial in supplying 
troops on the high Himalayan 
border with China and Pakistan, 
have been seriously hit by disease, 
a scientific conference was told 
Friday. The animals were dying of 
a respiratory disease, possibly 
caused by fungus in their hay. 
three scientists from the Indian 
Veterinary Research Institute said 
in a paper 10 a conference of.lhc 
Indian Science Congress. The dis- 
ease first struck seven years ago 
and was assuming serious pro- 
portions, the paper said. It said 
new recruits to the army's- mute 
brigade were least affected with 
animals aged 1 1 and above most 
vulnerable. The mules cany sup- 
plies to troops stationed in for- 
ward posts at altitudes of up fo 
7.QG0 metres. “ •. 


Surrogate mother 
gives birth to baby 


LONDON (R) — Britain's first 
” baby for cash" was bom 10 a sur- 
rogate mother in a London hts- 
pital Friday, hospital sources said- 
Kim Cotton, 28, gave birth ttf-it 
girl at Victoria Maternity Hospital 
in Barnet, north London, and both 
she and the baby were doing will 
they said. Cotton was imp-, 
re gn a ted with the sperm from a 
man who had a childless marriage* 
He and his wife are to pay £14,000 
(SI 6.000) to take charge of the - 
child, with £6,500 (£7 .500) going 
to Cotton and'the rest to a sur- 
rogate mother agency. ■ 





